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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


A PROTEST against the “ arbitrary decision” of the Board of 
Architectural Education to require one year’s practical experience 
at the end of a five-year school course is made in our correspondence 
columns. This is said to bear heavily upon students at present 
completing their school training. p. 185 


A COMPARISON between present-day building costs and prac- 
tice in Britain and Sweden made by Mr. R. W. Porter has led 
him to conclude that the standard of work is generally higher in 
this country. p. 187 


A LIST of the successful candidates in the R.I.B.A. Final 
Examinations, held in Fune, is on p. 190 


THE PRINCIPLES and provisions of the New Streets Act, 
which has just been added to the Statute Book, are examined 
in an article on p. 191 


HOW THE serious shortage of steel is holding up the building 
programmes of housing authorities, and the difficulties of 
contractors when faced with the alternatives of paying ‘black 


market prices or going without supplies, are described on 
p. 192 








NEW STREETS 


THE New Streets Act, which is summarised on another 

page, is the latest addition to the complicated mass of 
general and local legislation on the making up and adoption 
of private streets. ‘The purpose of the new Act is to prevent 
future recurrence of the abuse by which frontagers have only 
too often in the past found themselves liable to pay twice 
over. With this we have, of course, every sympathy but 
the Act itself is open to a number of criticisms. For instance, 
the requirement that no building shall be erected in a private 
street until the owner has either paid a sum, or given security 








for its ‘payment, in respect of road charges can hardly fail 
to act as a deterrent to private development. The imposition 
of such additional financial obligations is scarcely consistent 
with the Government’s policy—as expressed in the Housing 
Act of 1949—of increasing the amounts which are raised by 
local authority mortgages. 


Then, again, the Act is subject to so many exceptions that 
it is doubtful how far it will achieve its objects. Many of 
these exceptions were put forward as amendments during the 
committee stage of the Bill and were accepted by the sponsors 
of the measure in order to facilitate progress. In view, how- 
ever, of the present limitations on private building, it is hard 
to see the urgency of getting the Bill through last session, and 
one wonders whether the Government might not have been 
wiser to have spent some time in looking for a better solution 
rather than encouraging the passage of this particular measure. 
Indeed, one might go further and suggest that the’ Govern- 
ment would have done well to consider how far the whole 
private street works system is appropriate under modern 
conditions. 


The present law as to the adoption and making up of private 
streets results from the rather curious common law as to the 
formation of highways. For centuries highways came into 
existence by a process of dedication by the owner of the land 
and acceptance by the public; the “dedication” and 
“‘ acceptance’ were more often than not implied rather than 
formal, but the effect was the same—the creation of a highway 
repairable at public expense. This system no doubt worked 
well enough when the growth of population and trade was 
slow, but with the rapid urbanisation of the early nineteenth 
century the liability of the public to repair roads over whose 
creation they had no control has become a real hardship. 
The solution of the problem was found not in establishing 
control over the creation of new highways, but in relieving 
the local authority of liability for their maintenance until the 
prescribed formalities for their making up had been complied 
with. 


It may fairly be said that this system has worked well 
enough in the past except for abuses of the type which the 
new Act is designed to prevent. It must, however, be gravely 
doubted whether it is an appropriate system under modern 
conditions. Although it is to be hoped that the present severe 
restrictions on private enterprise will soon be relaxed, it seems 
inevitable that local authorities should continue to play a 
larger part in new house building than they did before the 
war. This immediately raises the question whether it is fair 
that one section of the community should be obliged to pay 
not only for the making up of their own roads but also to 
contribute through the rates for the construction of roads 
on municipal housing estates. To anyone not blinded by 
prejudice against private ownership the answer is surely 
obvious. 


What then is the alternative? It may be contended that 
we cannot return to the old system by which the public became 
automatically liable for the repair of highways over whose 
creation they had no control. The answer to that is that 
under modern conditions the number of new highways which 
are likely to come into existence without some measure of 
public control must be infinitesimal. ‘The process of dedica- 
tion and acceptance of new highways nearly always arises by 
implication as a result of the laying out of new housing estates. 
The building of new houses cannot now take place without 
planning permission which gives the necessary measure of 
public control over the creation of new highways. 


The time has, in fact, come when the Government should 
consider whether all new highways should not be made up at 
public expense. There may be difficulties in such a course, 
but it is hard to believe that they could not be resolved by a 
little thought. In any event, it would be a fairer system than 
that now obtaining. 








HOUSEBOAT DESIGN IN 
HOLLAND 


Influence of the “‘New Architecture” on 
a Popular Form of Accommodation 


By G. ROSENBERG 


"THERE is a lot of good sailing water in and 
around the big towns of Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam and Leyden. There are wide 
rivers, as well as the canals with their wind- 
mills, lined with brick paved streets and deli- 
cate elms and gabled brick houses that Jean 
forward towards the water. Houseboats are 
to be found on all of these waterways, tucked 
away in lonely creeks opening out into vast 
and choppy lakes, as well as in the centre of 
the best residential districts of the Hague 
and Amsterdam. 
There are about 25,000 families housed on 





Two interior views of houseboat. The study (left) and the living-room, looking over the poop. 
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Plan of houseboat showing: (1) Gang plank, (2) cycle store, (3) hall, cloaks, (4) living- 
room, (5) veranda, (6) dining recess, (7) kitchen, (8) outrigger, (9) stairs, (10) passage 
to “‘ cellar,” (11) study, (12) w.c., (13) shower, (14) bedroom, (15) poop. 


boats, and some of the boats provide excel- des Architectes Modernes), of which 
lent examples of the new architecture, which MARS is the English group. 

in Holland is centred around the organisa- The example illustrated is designed by 
tion of C.I.A.M. (Congres Internationaux Romke de Vries, one of the liveliest and most 
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forceful of the C.I.A.M. architects, who is, 
at the same time, a capable yacht builder 
and sailor. He has even taken part in one 
of the Bermuda races, and he applies his 
nautical knowledge and his experience of 
living on the water to his houseboat designs. 


Living on a boat frees one from many of 
the restrictions of planning ashore; there is 
an element of freedom whenever one is on 
the water, which anyone who has. read 
“Kon Tiki” will be able to comprehend. 
Tiny compartments seem quite sufficient, and 
an 11 ft. by 15 ft. lounge seems wonderfully 
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large. By the side of the double bed there 
is a door that opens on to a platform astern, 
and there is only one step from bed to the 
morning dip. 

No part of the boat except the “ cellar ” 
is below the water line. The architect does 
not convert the hulls of boats with a draft 
of any depth. He builds his house on to a 
pontoon structure, builds it lightly, with 
stressed skin, wood and roofing felt and 
designs it neither like a yacht nor like a 
house but exactly like the peculiar thing it is, 
a houseboat. 





NOTES & NEWS 


OXFORD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


Oxrorp of the future has been planned 
by the City under the development plan 
which is about to be submitted to the 
Minister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning, whilst most of the colleges are 
now considering additions and alterations. 


Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
has redesigned the Master’s lodgings at 
Balliol, extended the library and recon- 
structed the kitchen. No large building 
programme at Balliol is yet feasible, but 
designs have been approved for re- 
modelling and re-equipping undergraduate 
rooms. At Brasenose the reconstruction 
of the top floor of the building between 
the tower and the library, which was 
burnt out by fire in February, 1950, is 
now completed. A modern history library 
takes the place of three small under- 
graduate sets. The two Tudor chimneys 
which, having been covered over when the 
top storey was added in the 17th century, 
were revealed after the fire, have been 
left uncovered in the new library. 


Lincoln College, with the help of a 
generous gift from a French benefactor 
and the late Sheriff Donald Crawford, 
K.C., has built a new floor, added to the 
Grove building, which provides 11 addi- 
tional bed-sitting rooms. St. Peter’s Hall 
also owes an addition to the gift of £38,000 
received from the generous French 
benefactor who founded St. Antony’s. 
Buildings are to be added to Wadham 
College providing for 24 sets of rooms, 
a library annexe and a new junior common 
room as a war memorial. At Worcester 
College gates and railings to a design 
of Mr. Fielding Dodd, F.R.1.B.A., based 
on an 18th century drawing found in the 
library, have been erected at the entrance 
to the College. 


The women’s colleges have also been the 
scene of much building activity. The 
next block for St. Anne’s Society should 
be finished in the early autumn. This 
provides for senior and junior common 
rooms and administrative offices and 
teaching rooms. At Somerville College 
rooms designed by Mr. Geddes Hyslop, 
F.R.I.B.A., have been completed. 


LION AND UNICORN PAVILION 


"THERE will be much support for Mr. 
Robin Darwin’s proposal, set out in 
The Times, that the Lion and Unicorn 
pavilion should be re-erected on the site 
opposite the Victoria and Albert Museum 
(once allocated to the National Theatre) 
and used as an extension of the V. and A., 


particularly for changing exhibitions of 
contemporary design. Messrs. Goodden 
and Russell’s pavilion has won almost 
universal praise and since the form of 
construction employed lends itself to 
easy dismantling and re-erection, there 
would seem every reason (not least the 
dressing of the present derelict island site 
at South Kensington) to carry out Pro- 


fessor Darwin’s plan. 


A further commendable suggestion is 
that Mr. Wells-Coates’s Telekinema build- 
ing on the South Bank should be retained. 
This has the support of the British Film 
Academy, which points out that until 
this year there has been no public building 
in the capital which could “show the 
outstanding films of the past, demon- 
strate unusual contemporary techniques, 
and act as a centre for conferences of 
film-makers and other enthusiasts for the 
art of the film, such as the members of 
the film society movement.” Since-there 
is a Festival Hall and the National Theatre 
is being planned, there are good reasons 
to leave the Telekinema building, and 
so to complete the arts buildings. The 
building is fully worth while preserving 
in its own right as a good example of 
contemporary architecture. 


CATHEDRAL HANDBOOK 


THE CELEBRATION of the Jubilee of 
Liverpool Cathedral last June has been 
marked by the issue of a new and up-to- 
date edition of the official handbook, 
which has been out of print for about 
nine years. The first building contract, 
that for the foundations of the eastern 
end of the building, was placed by 
Messrs. Scott and Bodley, then joint 
architects, in the late autumn of 1903, 
with Messrs. Morrison, of Wavertree, 
who have carried on the work ever since. 
Thus, building has been in progress for 
about 48 of the 50 years, and though 
work has been seriously impeded by a 
total of ten years of war it has never 
completely stopped. 


The cathedral is now rather more than 
two-thirds built, the remaining part being 
the western end, which consists of the 
nave, north and south aisles and vestries, 
northern porches, western towers and 
car porch. Parts of the nave and aisles 
are now under construction. 


The new edition of the handbook, 
which is by Mr. Vere E. Cotton, C.B.E., 
in association with a number of special 
contributors, has a completely revised 
text, with new chapters on the bells and 
other technical details, together with 
several appendices.§aThere are 41 full- 
page photographic illustrgtions—external 
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and internal general views and details— 
and an excellent ground-floor plan of the 
cathedral is included as a triple-folder. 


At December, 1950, there were 76 
men on the building payroll, of whom 19 
were masons and 4 apprentice masons. 
Work on the site would have gone forward 
more rapidly but for the acute shortage 
of trained masons. A complete reorganisa- 
tion of the site has now been carried out, 
including the erection of new and greatly 
improved bankers for the masons and also 
a canteen for their use. It is hoped by 
these and other means to attract not only 
trained masons but also youths willing to 
become apprentices, and thus to realise 
Sir Giles Scott’s ambition to make the 
cathedral works in effect a school of 
masonry for the whole country. Up to 
the end of 1950 a sum of £1,895,182 had 
been spent on the building. 


The handbook, which is published by 
Messrs. Littlebury Bros., Ltd., 3, Crosshall 
Street, Liverpool, 1, is a complete record 
of the building, and remarkably good 
value for four shillings. 


COMPARISON WITH ST. PAUL’S 


Mr. VerE E. Cotton, in the course of 
an excellent genera) description of Liver- 
pool Cathedral, touches on a point in 
the design which is worth special notice. 
“The triforium gallery,” he writes, “ is 
the same width as the aisles and its. chief 
interest lies in the fact that the architect 
in his handling of it has attempted a 
new solution of a problem to which even 
Sir Christopher Wren found only a 
partial answer. Namely, since flying 
buttresses are necessary in a vaulted 
building with side aisles in order to 
transmit the thrusts of the main roof 
across the aisles to the ground, how are 
they to be reconciled with the simple 
treatment of the elevations? In St. 
Paul’s, though flying buttresses are freely 
employed, they are screened by the aisle 
walls, which are continued above the 
aisle roof to the full height of the nave, 
the wall acting both as screen and counter- 
weight to the buttresses. . 


“This solution, though ingenious, is 
open to obvious criticism on the grounds 
of insincerity, as the space behind the 
screen wall is unroofed. By roofing this 
space and introducing an arcade between 
it and the nave, the architect of Liverpool 
Cathedral has combined the interior 
advantages of the mediaeval triforium 
with the exterior advantages of unbroken 
walls reaching from the ground to the full 
height of the building.” It may be 
pointed out, however, that this is possible 
only because Liverpool Cathedral, unlike 
St. Paul’s, has no clerestorey. If Wren 
had roofed-in the space between his 
screen walls and the nave he would have 
shut out the light from his clerestorey 
windows. 


“ HOME OF YOUR OWN” 


Tuis is the appropriately named title 
of a new film that has been made for the 
Hemel Hempstead Development Cor- 
poration about the building of the new 
town of Hemel Hempstead. The aspect 
dealt with is the effect of town and country 
planning on the people it is intended to 
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help, and it is characteristic of the age 
in which we live that the story centres 
round a bricklayer and his family moving 
from a crowded part of north London 
to the New Town. 


The film includes some interesting 
shots of the new Hemel Hempstead, 
some taken as recently as the late spring 
of this year. It is being shown at the 
Telekinema at the South Bank Exhibition, 
and has been submitted for the Edinburgh 
Festival later in the year. 


THE NEW TOWNS 


MANY REQUESTS have been received 
both from people in the country and from 
overseas on the whereabouts of the New 
Towns, the best ways of reaching them 
and the arrangements made for visitors. 
This need has now largely been met by the 
production of a leaflet, ““ New Towns, 
What to See, How to Get There,” 
that has been prepared by the Central 
Office of Information for the Ministry 
of Local Government and Planning. 


The leaflet provides a considerable 
amount of useful information on all 14 
of the New Towns which are to be built 
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in Britain, including notes on the sites, 
the ultimate size of the towns and details 
of train and bus services. No mention 
is, however, made of the names of the 
architects and planners responsible for the 
New Towns, which is all the more strange 
in view of the fact that both the names of 
the chairman and general manager of 
each development corporation are included. 
If it is contended that ordinary visitors 
are not likely to be interested in the names 
of architects and planners, the same 
argument surely applies to chairmen and 
general managers,. 


THEATRE ARCHITECTURE 


Two EVENTS of recent weeks will be 
considered by many to have an obvious 
connection: the laying by Her Majesty 
The Queen of the foundation stone of 
the National Theatre on the South Bank, 
and the opening by Mr. Tyrone Guthrie 


of an exhibition of ‘‘ Modern Theatre _ 


Architecture’? at the Arts Council’s 
premises, St. James’s-square, London. 
The exhibition has been organised by 
the International Theatre Institute, which 
functions under the auspices of Unesco, 
and it reviews the various forms of 
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THE CHURCH OF ST. AUGUSTINE, ROMNEY MARSH. An appeal 
to raise funds for the repair of this 700-year-old church has recently been launched. 


_tectural Competition. 
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architectural design for theatres which 
are being experimented with to-day in 
all parts of the western world. The 
work of architects of 18 different countries 
is included. 

Perhaps the most interesting feature 
of the exhibition is the study it affords 
of the way in which the various architects 
have overcome the problem of joining 
the spectators with the players so that 
one feels that there is a line of contact 
between them. 

Those who see this display will doubt- 
less be more than ever eager to- see the 
design which Britain will adopt for her 
new national theatre. 


EISTEDDFOD COMPETITION 


Mr, E. LaNcrorp Lewis, of Wrexham, 
a student of the R.I.B.A. has won the Royal 
National Eisteddfod of Wales 1951 Archi- 
This year’s subject 
was “A Home or Homes for 20 or 30 
Elderly People.” 


NORTHAMPTON FESTIVAL 


A GLANCE at the attractively produced 
programme of Festival celebrations issued 
by the County Borough of Northampton 
shows that this town has entered whole- 
heartedly into the spirit of the Festival 
of Britain. Events still to come in the 
Festival diary include exhibitions of 
book-binding, Japanese colour prints, 
England’s literature and history, and the 
Northampton School of Art’s exhibition, 
as well. as other attractions. ‘The pro- 
gramme also gives a brief outline of the 
aims of the corporation in regard to town 
planning and housing. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr R. H. Mivprep, A.R.I.C.S., A.I. Arb., chartered 
quantity surveyor, of 84, Queen’s-road, Bristol, 8, has 
taken into partnership Mr. T. A. MAXWELL, A.R.I.C.S., 
A.I.Arb., chartered quantity surveyor, to be in charge of 
his Swansea office, which is now removed to Lloyds 
Bank Chambers, Alexandra-road,Swansea (Telephone : 
Swansea 55580). The firm’s style remains unchanged. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, August 9, 1851 

The following extract is taken from an 
article by Foseph Boulton criticising the 
principles of architectural competitions :— 

The tribunal to whose judgement the 
designs are submitted, is quite unfit for 
performing the functions it has assumed. 
Building committees, for the most part, 
are composed of persons who know no- 
thing of building operations: should it 
chance that there is one amongst them, 
who has had the least experience, he is‘'a 
quasi pope, and launches his infallible 
dictum in the usual papal and arbitrary 
manner. The other members will prob- 
ably consist of a cotton-broker, who is a 
first-rate judge of Sea Island, or East- 
India, but quite ignorant of the character- 
istic differences between the Grecian and 
Gothic styles : another may be a lawyer, 
well versed in precedent, with a great 
distaste for everything unsupported by 
the chapter and verse of example: the 
medical practitioner, anatomist though he 
be, urges sanitary improvements utterly 
irreconcilable with stability or conveni- 
ence: whilst the manufacturer thinks 
that four walls of bright red brick, with 
holes for windows—“ just like my new 
mill’”—is exactly the thing required. . . . 
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— and Pinnacles on Tower 
pton 
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gr AN interesting restoration of the battle- 
Pe ments and pinnacles to the tower of 
4 the church of All Saints, Claverley, Shrop- 
pol shire, was completed in 1949. The church is 
Pic in the extreme north-east corner of the Diocese 
— of Hereford and only a few miles from Wol- 
verhampton. Externally it would appear to 
T belong to the fifteenth century, but actually 
feel it is a product of more than one period of 
Sg Gothic architecture. The nave and lower 
oe oF stages of the tower are Norman, the former 
loyds having a Norman arcade on the north side 
= and an early decorated one on the south side. 
Towards the end of 1947 a workman carry- 
851 ing out some minor repairs to the roof of the 
tower reported that some of the pinnacles 
_ were in a dangerous condition, and the vicar 
the and churchwardens rightly considered that 
rade, the defective work should be examined by an 
the architect. When an examination was made 
for it was found that the original battlements 
ned. remained but that they had been mutilated 
sart, and patched during so-called restorations. 
‘no- ‘The original pinnacles had been removed 
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Fig. 2. Detail of pinnacles before restoration. Plan, south elevation and section facing north. 
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proved by an old print dated 1822 which 
showed the tower without the pinnacles, 
and by a later print of 1849 showing the 
pinnacles replaced. 

Both these piints were in the possession 
of the vicar, the Revd. Gerald Rainbow. 
Further evidence which substantiated this was. 
contained in an interesting ~book written 
during the restoration of 1902 by the clerk of 
works at that time, a certain Richard Mann. 
These were the pinnacles illustrated in 
“* Churches of Shropshire,’ by Dr. Cranage, 
and published in 1894 (see Fig. 1). They 
were of inferior construction and design as 
may be seen from Fig. 2. At a later date the 
pinnacles were apparently considered unsafe 
and were strengthened [sic] by a system of 
iron ties which actually proved to be their 
undoing. These iron ties were connected 
to small flats driven into the bed joints at the 
base of the pinnacles, the other end being 
bolted through the parapét walls. Corrosion 
of the ironwork had lifted the pinnacles and 
the bolts had cracked the stone battlements. 
It. was possible to pass a 2 ft. rule right 
through the bed joint of the pinnacle on the 
south-west corner, and it was at first thought 
that the pinnacles were without dowels. 
Upon demolition it was found that the main 
pinnacles did have small iron dowels which 
were quite inadequate, and some had in 
fact heen bent by the lifting of the stones. 

The church authorities were advised to- 
scaffold the tower, demolish the pinnacles 
and the parapets and rebuild them from the 
line of the string course which was app1oxi- 
mately level with the lead gutters. This 
advice was accepted and the necessary work- 
ing drawings, full size details of the pinnacles 
and mouldings and the specification were 
Fig. 3 View of church with the new pinnacles and battlements in place. prepared. The approval of the Diocesan 

Advisory Committee was then obtained. 
Meanwhile the Tower Appeal Fund had been 
growing and the contract for the work was 
signed in April, 1949. On July 11, 1949, 
the scaffolding to the tower was commenced 
together with the installation of a power 
hoist for raising and lowering the materials. 
On August 24, the demolition was com- 
pleted. 
As will be seen from the accompanying 
Figs. 3 and 4, the new design is in keeping 
with the date of the upper stages of the tower, 
and the battlements are based on the original. 
The pinnacles, however, have been re-- 
designed to be in harmony with the rest of the 
work. The church is built in a bright red 
sandstone which probably came from the 
Bromsgrove district and the new work has. 
been carried out in red Hollington stone. 
The battlements and pinnacles have been 
dowelled both to the old work and between 
the individual stones with 1 in. diameter- 
delta metal dowels. All the stonework was 
worked in the mason’s yard at King’s. 
Heath, Birmingham, and brought to the site 
by road. The work was completed by mid- 
October, 1949, and the scaffolding was 
removed by the end of that month. 
The architect for the work was Mr.. 
Herbert J. Powell, A.R.I.B.A., of Messrs.. 
Scriven, Powell and James, of Hereford. 
The general contractors were Messrs. Wilson. 
Lovatt and Sons, Ltd., of Wolverhampton. 
The sub-contractors for the a hata 
: : : : A Wragg Bros., Kings Heath, Birmingham,. 
ie of new work, designed in harmony with the rest of ; catl } 
re ooh goer U oteneton stone. Donelling any Ao inserted both and Scaffolding (Great Britain), Ltd., carried : 
in the old work and between individual stones with 1 in. diameter out the scaffolding and the installation of 
delta metal dowels. the power hoist. 
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View from Stanley Hill, looking east. 


POLICE HOUSING, STANLEY HILL, AMERSHAM, BUCKS 


FREDERICK A. C. MAUNDER, DipArch, FRIBA, AMTPI, COUNTY ARCHITECT 


THIS is a group of 11 houses for 
police purposes, sited off Stanley 
Hill, on a site which rises slightly 
from the main road. One of the 
conditions of purchase of the site 
was that access must be provided 
to the land at the rear, which is not 
owned by the County Council, 
and which may be developed for 
housing purposes at some future 
date. In order to obtain an econ- 
omical layout of roads and comply 
with this condition a layout was 
developed which lent itself to the 
siting of a number of houses with 
a modified type of “‘ patio” plan. 


The houses are traditional in 
character, but in planning an en- 
deavour has been made to reduce 
circulation space to the minimum 
in order to provide for the somewhat 
peculiar requirements of the Police 
Standing Joint Committee. The 
requirements are that a separate 
dining-room must be provided in 
addition to the living-room in order 
that a certain amount of office 
work can be carried out. It is 
also necessary to provide a form of 
living-kitchen in order that meals 
can be comfortably provided during ; eae 
the somewhat irregular hours of a ye ER. 


CMowneer, RS Dp Arch FRABAAMTP! — County Archinect 
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policeman’s duty. As an “ Ideal 
Neofire ”’ was to be used for this 
scheme, it was decided to take full 
advantage of the features of this 
unit, and only one fireplace is 
provided, dining-room and_bed- 
rooms 1 and 2 being heated from 
radiators which are fed from the 
Neofire. A considerable degree of 
concentration has been effected 
in vertical plumbing by this means. 

Construction is: 11-in. brick 
cavity walls; facings, Uxbridge 
flint brick; elsewhere, Tyrolean 
rendering ; roof, Cradwill double 
Roman tiles; floors, Marley com- 
position tiles; first-floor joists, 
t. and g. boarding. 

The general contractors were 
Messrs. Ellis T. Amos, Ltd., Lime- 
street, London, E.C.3; and the 
contract figure was £21,903. Sub- 
contractors and suppliers were : 
Windows, Senlac Metal Case- 
ments, Ltd., Sussex ; ironmongery, 
W. N. Froy and Son, Ltd.; floors, 
Marley Tile Co., Ltd.; roofing, 
H. J. Greenham, Ltd., Slough ; 
fireplaces, etc., Rowe Bros. and 
Co., Ltd., Bristol ; kitchen fitments, 
Austins, Ltd. ; and sanitary fittings, 
Associated Clay Industries, Ltd. 


Detail of front entrance. 


POLICE HOUSING, STANLEY 
HILL, AMERSHAM, BUCKS 
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View of single 
type-5 house. 
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Perspective view of hostel from the south-east. 


A PROJECT FOR A Y.W.C.A. HOSTEL 
DAVID GODDARD, ARIBA, AADipl, ARCHITECT 


THIS design is the result of many months of study and 
discussion between the Y.W.C.A. and the architect, 
and it is hoped that all the most needed features of a modern 
hostel have been included. The hostel for 75 girls is a large 
building, but the designers have tried to make it into a 
home for each girl, the wardens and the staff. The bed- 
rooms are grouped in units of five single and three double 
(11 girls in all) and in this way, it is considered, a home- 
like atmosphere has been retained. 

The building, which is centrally heated throughout, is in 
the shape of a cross ; the tall part, at right angles to the road, 
runs north and south and contains the bedrooms which all 
face east or west, with a choice of morning or evening sun- 
shine. The long low block running parallel to the road 
contains all the ‘‘ living ’’ rooms and these face south, 
getting full sunshine. The main hall is the hub of the 
building. This is overlooked by the warden’s office, and 
her quarters adjoin with her own bed /sitting-room, bath- 
room and spare or sick room. 

In the easterly direction there is the main sitting-room 
and leading of this, but with separate entrance in addition, 
there is the residents’ sitting-room. The latter is at a 
higher level and so can be used as a stage if desired. There 
is a folding screen separating these two sitting-rooms. 
Both have direct access to the garden through french doors. 
Farthest away is the quiet room and the small chapel ; 
these two are also separated by a folding screen and when 
required can be used together so that all the girls in the 
hostel can, at one time and place, attend a service by means of 
the simple readjustment of the seating in the writing room. 


SOUTH ELEVATION 


Returning to the hall, in the opposite direction there is 
the dining-room with its own garden terrace. The 
kitchen, which can be seen through the hatches, has been 
planned as a result of most careful study based on practical 
experience. Separate provision is made for food pre- 
paration, washing-up of china and glass, washing-up of 
pots and pans, storage and preparation of vegetables (with 
direct access outside), larder, refrigerator room and bread 
store, dry goods store and utensil store. There is a staff 
wing, beyond the kitchen, consisting of two rooms for 
four resident staff and a staff sitting/dining-room. In 
addition there is accommodation, with direct access from the 
outside to the hall, for the visiting cleaning staff who thus 
do not travel through the kitchen. 

Each groupeof five single and three doublé rooms has its 
own bathroom with two baths, two lavatories and three 
toilet compartments and in each group one of the double 
rooms has its own wash basin. There is a linen store and 
a utility room. Opposite the staircase on each floor is a 
little hall, slightly screened behind the glassed-in service 
lift. This is used in various ways on the different floors, as 
a library, a sewing-room and on the topmost floor, which is 
farthest from the sitting-rooms and where the view is best, 
a quiet sitting-room. There is access to the roof only for 
emergency use. The hostel would be mainly in warm red 
brick, though there are stone facings at each end of the tall 
building which is to be concrete framed and fireproof. 

The scheme has been sponsored by the News Chronicle 
and undertaken by them for Mrs. Churchill, who is chair- 
man of the Y.W.C.A. Hostels Committee. 
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Plan, elevations and the sections. 


Below: General view. 





AN INDUSTRIAL 
CANTEEN FOR 
AN ENGINEERING FIRM, PREES, SHROPSHIRE 


LEONARD 7. MULTON, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 
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Detail of entrance. 





THIS industrial canteen 
is for Messrs. Salopian 
Enginecrs, Ltd., a member 
of the Owen Organisation. 
The building is partially steel 
framed, load-bearing walls 
being 14 in., other walls 11 in. 
cavity. All external walls are 
finished in 2 in. golden russet 
facings. Terrazzo has been 
used for the chequer board 
panel in green and Hopton- 
wood stone colours, at the side 
ofthe mainentrance. All cop- 
ings, string courses, canopies, 
boot lintols and window sur- 
rounds are in precast white 
Hollington stone. The con- 
crete mullions to the main 
canteen windows are faced 
with stone rendering to match. 
An interesting external feature 
is the free-standing flower box, 
60 ft. long, beneath the win- 
dows on the main facade. 
The flat roof construction 
throughout is of precast con- 
crete beams, having large lan- 





East elevation of canteen and hall. 
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View of canteen hall looking towards servery. 


terns and a dome light. All roofs are surfaced with 
asphalt. 

Internally all walls and ceilings are plastered. The 
service counter is faced with terrazzo on a 4-in. hollow 
tile backing. The top is constructed of timber, 
inlaid with linoleum. Behind the service area a wall 
completely screens the kitchen from the canteen. The 
floor finish in the canteen and private dining-room is 
West African mahogany wood blocks, elsewhere 
terrazzo or red quarry tiles. All services and wastes 
to kitchen equipment are in floor ducts. All cooking 
equipment is electric, including hot closet in service 
area; an electrically heated shelf is provided below the 
counter top. A large suspended glazed canopy is 
provided over the equipment in the kitchen, incor- 
porating mechanical ventilation. This canopy and 
light is designed to eliminate dirt-collecting edges. 

Heating is low pressure hot water to radiators and 
to pipes concealed under windows on main elevation. 
All pipes wherever possible and appropriate have been 
concealed in trenches or buried in wall cavities. 

The colour treatment is as follows: Kitchen : 
All woodwerk and metal work—white hard gloss. 
Walls and ceilings—light cream hard gloss. 

Canteen : Ceiling—dove grey water paint. Walls— 
primrose water paint, excepting stage wall, which is 
dove grey with surround to the stage in gloss white. 
The wall surround to service counter and service area 
is painted terracotta hard gloss, the terrazzo matching 
this colour. Window curtains are two tones of green, 
chairs are upholstered in green and tables have cream 
plastic tops. Provision has been made for a concealed 
loud speaker system with control at both ends of the 
hall to ensure clear reproduction. 

This canteen has been planned so that it may also 
serve as a village community hall, when the north 
entrance is used, adjacent to which cloakrooms have 
been provided. The building, which is entirely free- 
standing, acts as a screen to the works buildings 





Below: Looking towards stage. 


behind ; gardens have been laid out on three sides, 
and there is a car park at the rear. At a later date an 
office block will be erected on the same building 
line designed on similar principles, which will further 
screen works development from the main road. 

The main contractors were Messrs. A. M. Griffiths 
and Son, Ltd., and sub-contractors and suppliers 
were : Steelwork, Rubery Owen and Co., Ltd.; 
facing bricks, Himley Brick Co. ; purpose-made metal 
window and lantern lights, J. Gibbs, Ltd., and West 
Bromwich Casement Co., Ltd. ; precast roof beams, 
Concrete, Ltd. ; heating, Norris Warming Co., Ltd. ; 
wood block flooring, Hollis Bros. ; ironmongery, 
K. S. Neale ; precast stonework, Empire Stone Co., 
Ltd. ; sanitary goods, Shuker and Son (Shrewsbury), 
Ltd. ; precast terrazzo lavatory partitions, Roman 
Mosaic, Ltd.; external terrazzo feature, Roman 
Mosaic, Ltd. ; kitchen equipment, Radiation, Ltd. ; 
asphalting, Birmingham Asphalte and Paving Co., Ltd. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


RI.B.A. ASSOCIATESHIP AND 
OFFICE EXPERIENCE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May we bring to the attention of 
your readers some reactions to the 
recent R.I.B.A. ruling on professional 
practice and office experience, since we 
can hardly believe that it was the original 
intention of the Board of Architectural 
Education to enforce this ruling in such 
an arbitrary manner. 


We were demobilised in 1947, and 
began the full five-year course at a recog- 
nised school of architecture. At this 
time it was laid down that, subject to 
passing our examinations, and gaining a 
total of twelve months’ office experience 
during or before the course, we would 
receive the Associateship at the end of our 
five years. Naturally enough, since this 
ruling had appeared in ‘‘ Membership of 
the R.I.B.A.” in 1947, and notwithstand- 
ing the fact that it had been temporarily 
suspended during the emergency, we 
accepted its veracity, and spent most of 
our vacations in architects’ offices, hoping 
to acquire the stipulated twelve months’ 
experience. Being martied and having 
children to support, we felt that the 
sooner we could qualify the better, 


especially as we had already lost six or 
seven years during the War. 


Now, however, at the end of our fourth 
year of training, we are blandly informed 
that the R.I.B.A. have changed their 
minds: that we must now have a further 
year’s office experience at the end of our 
fifth year, and that the experience we have 
already gained, in good faith, is to be 
ignored. We find also that exemption 
from this ruling has been granted to those 
students who have had six years’ office 
experience, whereas, at the time when we 
might have been thus engaged, we were 


serving in the Forces—and find ourselves ~ 


penalised for that very reason. As a 
last straw, we have watched an enormous 
number of students passing through the 
school ahead of us, without in many cases 
any experience at all, simply because the 
ruling has been enforced on the basis of 
an arbitrary time-limit, without any 
machinery whatever for dealing with 
individual cases on their merits. In 
fact, had we been demobilised six months 
earlier we should have qualified under the 
old ruling, although our circumstances 
remained unaltered. 


It has been argued that we will not suffer 
financially by being thus delayed a further 
year, but a glance at the advertisements 
for architectural posts in any professional 
journal will reveal that, even to obtain a 
salary in the region of £450 p.a., the 
primary requirement is, in nearly, all 
cases, the Associateship. We should thus 
be debarred from making application in 
the first instance. Further, we should be 
very surprised if any architect in private 
practice would offer the same salary to an 
unqualified Student as he would to an 
Associate. 


We appreciate that ‘the original ruling 


will raise the status of newly-qualified 
architects, and of the profession as a whole; 
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yet to enforce the ruling arbitrarily, in 
such a way as to penalise and break faith 
with ex-service students, was surely not 
the intention of the Board. 


PETER MANNING. 
Gavan SCULLY. 
77, Hare-lane, 
Claygate, Surrey. 


SHODDY WORKMANSHIP 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I would like to congratulate Mr. 
Hudson on his amusing and con- 
structive exposition on this subject. How 
true and unfortunate it is that the present 
trend in all things can be summed up by 
the expression, “‘ The customer is always 
wrong.” 


I should like to make one addendum 
to his letter, from an unbiased and 
dispassionate viewpoint. It would appear 
that the letter might have been sub- 
headed, ‘‘ Builder and Architect,’ since 
I imagine Mr. Hudson to be the latter; 
and I am neither. It is that while the 
architect as yet does not, as your cor- 
respondent says, draw with squiggly 
lines, if so many members of that pro- 
fession continue as at present to leave 
so much to the imagination in the form of 
points of construction (points which the 
builder and others without much fuss 
and often amusement put right) then the 
architect’s position is rather weak when it 
comes to insisting on efficiency. 


It would seem, as your correspondent 
says, that incentives, etc., will not do the 
trick ; the solution lies much deeper and 
lies in the direction of not having square 
pegs for round holes. If all are happy in 
their work (an impossibility) almost 
anything is possible. 

UTopIa. 

7, Ladyfields, 

Loughton, Essex. 


LONDON’S TWELVE BEST 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—For a visitor to London operating 
under the exacting. conditions de- 
scribed, I consider your correspondent’s 
selection excellent. However, as the 
tour starts at Charing Cross, I submit 
that St. Martin-in-the-Fields, by Gibbs, 
must be included. Despite the fact 
that our visitor professes not to be inter- 
ested in historical associations, as an 
American he would surely be saddened 
to have missed a masterpiece by an 
architect who had such a_ profound 
influence in the United States, to cite 
St. Paul’s Chapel, New York, as one 
example only. However, I fear your 
postbag will reveal that it is now more 
difficult to agree upon the twelve best 
London buildings than it was to select 
the Hundred Best Books of our grand- 

parents’ day. 

W. A. SHERRINGTON. 
Bryony, Keston Park, 
Kent. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your. correspondent, Hari Bona’s 
selection of the twelve best London 
buildings is not one with which I can 
completely agree. True, the Banqueting 
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House, the Houses of Parliament, West- 
minster Abbey, St. Paul’s and Somerset 
House could hardly be omitted from any 
representative list of fine London build- 
ings, but the rest of his selection can be 
questioned. Westminster Cathedral is 
a very doubtful choice ; in my opinion, 
the marble veneering and mosaic work 
have done much to rob the interior of 
the distinction which it had when it was. 
plain brick. Then the Atheneum Club 
looks too elegantly self-satisfied for my 
taste; Barry’s Reform Club is a much 
more powerful and impressive design. 
No. 20, St. James’s-square lost its attrac- 
tion for me when it was joined up with 
a large modern addition and the distinc- 
tion of its elevations dissipated by repeti- 
tion. In my opinion, Boodle’s Club in 

James’s-street has more charm of 
character than anything designed by 
Adam. The Ritz Hotel is good, but I 
can think of modern buildings: I like 
better. I do not regard Chester-terrace, 
Regent’s Park, as the best example of 
Regency work; Carlton House Terrace: 
is a much grander composition. St. 
Bartholomew - the - Great, Smithfield, is 
impressive enough inside, but it is only a 
fragment, and the exterior is very disap- 
pointing; St. John’s Chapel in the 
Tower is finer, if smaller. Bow Church 
I would exclude ; it is ruined as a work of 
architecture and, in my opinion, is not 
to be compared with St. Martin-in-the-, 
Fields. And why is modern architecture 
so poorly represented in your corre- 
spondent’s list ? 


Here is my selection, also set out as 
an itinerary : 


St. Martin-in-the-Fields (Gibbs) ; The 
Banqueting House, Whitehall (Jones) ; 
The Houses of Parliament (Barry) ; West- 
minster Abbey; The Reform Club 
(Barry); Boodle’s Club (Crunden) ; 
Devonshire House (Carrére and Hastings, 
with C. H. Reilly); The R.I-B.A. 
Building (Wornum); St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral (Wren) ; St. John’s Chapel, Tower 
of London; Somerset House (Cham- 
bers) ; Royal Festival Hall, South Bank 
(Matthew and Martin). 


TWELFTH MAN. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—There is not a better dozen than 
those given by “Hari Bona” in 
your issue of August 3. All these build- 
ings were designed by self-trained archi- 
tects who, to-day, would have been 
classed as unqualified architects. I would. 
differ only on one choice, I would have 
classed St. Paul’s Cathedral as Wren’s 
massive-piece, and St. Stephen’s -Wall- 
brook, as his masterpiece. 


W. MacponaLp. 
16, Chiswick-lane, W.4. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I read with interest an article by 
““Hari Bona” in your correspon- 
dence column, in which he gives his idea 
of the 12 best buildings in- London. - I 
would advise him to take a look at and 
study the- architecture of the Law 
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Courts in{the Strand, which I consider 
the finest in London. 
W. J. P. Burrows. 
S.W.2. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your correspondent * Hari 
Bona ”’ is to be congratulated on his 
“snap” selection of what he suggests 
are the 12 best buildings to be seen by an 
American visitor. What a counsel of 
defeat, though, that he can find no build- 
ing erected since the Ritz Hotel (1906) 
worthy of notice. Lest his American 
friend should think that we are living 
altogether in the past, may I suggest that 
he be recommended on his next trip to 
see the following :— 

(1) Adelaide House (Burnet, Tait and 
Lorne) ; 

(2) The new Horticultural Hall (Easton 
and Robertson) ; 

(3) House, Frognal Way (Maxwell Fry) ; 

(4) Chiswick Underground Station 
(Adams, Holden and Pearson) ; 

(5) The R.I.B.A. building (G. Grey 
Wornum) ; 

(6) Royal Masonic Hospital, Ravens- 
court Park (Burnet, Tait and Lorne) , 

(7) Hammersmith Police Station 
(Farquharson and McMorran) ; 

(8) Waterloo Bridge (Rendel, Palmer 
and Tritton, engineers; Sir Giles Scott, 
architect) ; 

(9) Peter Jones Store, Sloane-sq., 
(William Crabtree, with Slater and 
Moberly; Sir Charles Reilly, consultant); 

(10) The Royal Festival Hall (Matthew 
and Martin) ; 

(11) Westminster Council’s Pimlico Flats 
(Powell and Moya) ; and 

(12) Ricardo-street Schools 
Rosenberg and Mardall). 

Davip GRAHAM. 

Hampstead, N.W.3. 


CRICKET AND BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I say how pleasing it was to 
see, in your issue of July 27, the 
report and photographs of the cricket 
match between the Vitruvians and the 
N.F.B.T.E. It seems to me that the 
result of the game is the least important 
part of the event : the spirit that prompted 
it is what matters. Could not this be 
extended to other spheres of building ? 
For instance, could not the architects 
play the bricklayers, the surveyors play 
the carpenters and joiners, and the engin- 
eers play the general foremen ? 


Perhaps, in this way, they would learn 
more of each other and of each other’s 
points of view than they can by countless 
formal contacts on the site. 

THOMAS Foster. 


(Yorke, 


Sudbury Lodge, 
Thornton Heath, Surrey. 


FAIR AND UNFAIR TENDERING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In your-report of the Builders’ 
Brains Trust meeting (The ‘Builder, 
July 27), I was interested to read of the 
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Admiralty rule of accepting the second 
lowest tender instead of the lowest to 
prevent unfair cutting in estimates. 


This brought to my mind something I 
have always thought about : why it is not 
the rule to accept the nearest to the 
average tender? Surely the average over 
the whole of the tenders ought to be 
nearest the proper value of the work. 
But, perhaps I am missing something 
which rules this out. 


HaroLtp CLAYBURN. 


40, Thurlstone-road, 
Ruislip, Middlesex. 


MASONS’ TOOLS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I must apologise to Mr. Wilks, 
who says that his foreman was so 
scornful of my remarks about tools. I 
am sure he has a lovely large kit of tools, 
bigger and better than those in any 
sculptor’s studio or mason’s yard which I 
have been in, in this or any other country. 
All I intended to suggest was that the work 
we have to repair was carried out by crafts- 
men who, like many artists of my acquain- 
tance, did most of their work with a few 
tools of a few simple types. 


The context of the reference to tools 
was a discussion on surfaces. 


In a hot finish for the record ‘‘ bag,” I 
can see scme of the old men scoring 
doubtful points by pulling out the skele- 
tons of pointing machines and counting 
the limbs separately. In my youth I was 
certain that the Greek sculptors used 
these things, and I believed the medieval 
masons did ; I don’t remember what my 
evidence was—possibly not very good. 


I think that you, Sir, had better stop 
this correspondence or Mr. Wilks’ fore- 
man may pull out something really high. 


BERTRAM C. G. SHORE. 
59, Weymouth-street, W.1. 


BOOKS 


INN CRAFTS AND FURNISHINGS. Pp. 58. 
Illustrated. (London, Whitbread and Co. 
Ltd.) Price 5s. 


THIS LATEST ADDITION to the Whitbread 
Library, whose aim is to give the reader a 
behind-the-scenes view of the history and 
present-day working of the brewing trade, 
describes the development of inn crafts and 
furnishings from the scanty appointments of 
the ale-houses of the Middle Ages down to 
our own day. The text is illustrated by a 
number of colour and half-tone plates which 
make the inns of other times come alive to 
us to-day, and looking at these pictures we 
feel thankful that in our modern inns, what- 
ever their defects may be, we can usually 
reckon on a much higher standard of creative 
comfort than our ancestors enjoyed. 


But while we have undoubtedly gained in 
comfort, it is doubtful if our present age 
can excel the craftsmanship of the glass 
goblets or tankards of the 17th .and 18th 
centuries. To say this is not to belittle our 
present-day craftsmen, . some excellent 
examples of whose works are shown, but 
rather to pay tribute to the very high staii- 
dards achieved before the coming of the 
machine age. 
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PARLIAMENT — PAST AND 
PRESENT 
A Festival Exhibition 


N exhibition on “ Parliament Past and 

Present,” which forms the contribution 

of both Houses to the Festival of Britain, 

was opened in the Grand Committee Room 

of the Houses of Parliament on August 1 by 

the Lord Chancellor and the Speaker of the 
House of Commons. 

The exhibition is housed in a specially 
constructed “ shell ” or “ box ” standing clear 
of the walls of the Grand Committee Room. 
This .has made it possible to enlarge the 
floor area by building an upper storey in 
the “box,” and to design the exhibition in 
such a way that, if required, it could tour 
the provinces or be sent abroad. 

Visitors to the exhibition can trace the 
history of the Palace of Westminster from 
the twelfth century to the present day, and 
can see a model of the original Palace with 
an overlay which shows the extent of the 
present building in comparison with the old. 

The relationship between the Sovereign 
and Parliament through the centuries, and 
the outstanding events on the constitutional 
development of the country, are outlined in 
the next section, which features reproduc- 
tions of such documents as the Petition of 
Right and Bill of Rights. 

Visitors are next introduced to the work- 
ing of Parliament and are shown how Bills 
are prepared, presented, passed, and receive 
the Royal Assent. Replicas of great seals 
of the realm dating from the eleventh cen- 
tury to the present day, and signed letters 
and documents of great statesmen of the 
past, are also exhibited in this section. 

The history and growth of the House of 
Lords, and its relationship to the House of 
Commons, are shown in a section which con- 
tains models and sculptured figures of 
famous men who sat in the Upper House. 


The Growth of Parties 


The section devoted to the House of Com- 
mons deals with its history by centuries, and 
covers the beginnings of lawmaking, 
petitions, the cabinet system, the growth 
of the franchise and self-government, the 
growth of political parties, and some of the 
more important reforms which have passed 
into law. The well-known model of the new 
House of Commons is shown against a photo- 
graphic background of the destruction of the 
old House and the rebuilding of the new. 

The next part of the exhibition deals with 

the duties of Officers of Parliament—the 
Lord Chancellor, the Speaker, Black Rod, 
the Serjeant-at-Arms, and others—and indi- 
cates their historical background, dress and 
symbols of office. Some traditions of Parlia- 
ment are also described in this section. 
_ An adjacent display outlines the main ways 
in which news and reports from Parliament 
flow out to the electorate, and the views 
of the constituencies flow in upon Parlia- 
ment. 

Finally, the exhibition deals with the 
spread of representative Government from 
Westminster to other Commonwealth coun- 
tries and the relationship and similarity of 
procedure in their parliaments and legisla- 
tures. 

It was opened to the public on August 4, 
and will remain open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
every day except Sundays throughout the 
summer recess. Admission is free. ° Public 
access is through Westminster Hall, one of 
the great examples of medieval architec- 
ture in Europe, and the Grand Committee 
Room is reached by the staircase immedi- 
ately on the right after entering the Hall. 
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PRESENT-DAY SWEDISH BUILDING 


Comparison with British Practice and Costs 


By R. W. PORTER, FCIS, ASAA, AIMTA 
(Director, Eastern Federation of Building Trades Employers) 


At the end of June, a party of some 50 
members and ladies returned from 
the official 16-day visit to Sweden of the 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers. The primary purpose of this 
visit was to study. buildings and building 
methods and some of the information 
obtained in the tour may be of general 
interest. 

Five days were spent in Gavle, an 
industrial town of some 45,000 inhabitants, 
which lies about 100 miles north of 
Stockholm on the Gulf of Bothnia. 
While in Gavle, we had an opportunity 
of visiting numerous building sites and we 
saw flats, schools and. industrial buildings 
in various stages of erection. 

In Stockholm we were entertained by the 
president and members of the employers’ 
federation and were taken to visit build- 
ings recently constructed. The Swedish 
building trades employers’ organisations 
also gave ussome very useful information 
on building conditions in Sweden to-day. 


THE BACKGROUND 


We went to Sweden believing that 
British builders at the present time were 
more restricted than any others. We 
found, however, that the building industry 
in Sweden is beset by many of the troubles 
that are all too common in this country 
to-day. All new building work must be 
licensed and in Stockholm, with a popula- 
tion of 750,000, the apartments to be 
erected this year are limited to 6,000. 
Repairs without a licence are strictly 
limited and labour and materials are 
often short. There is a Government 
capital investment programme which, 
like ours, is apparently subject to frequent 
alterations with targets which are often 
unrealistic. Certainly the private builder 
in Sweden to-day is not in a happy position 
and it was interesting to learn of the 
developments over the last 20 years which 
have led up to the present difficulties. 

Up to the early ’twenties, housing in 
Sweden had largely been provided by the 
After the 
1914-18 war, however, co-operative 
housing associations were established and 
fostered by trade union and other labour 
interests. “These movements grew rapidly 
until, immediately before the last year, 
co-operative housing associations were 
producing about one-fifth of the dwelling 
houses in Stockholm. By 1939, housing 
fieeds, at least in Stockholm, were largely 
met and in the years 1940 and 1941 there 
was little house building, mainly because 
of defence needs. 

In 1941, however, to meet a housing 
shortage through the movement of labour 
to the towns, the Government decided to 
assist house building by granting loans at 
low rates of interest. In this the co- 
operative housing movement was given 
preferencé since loans were granted up to 

5 per cent. of the approvéd value of the 
building’ pliis land ‘(5 ‘per cent. more than 
was available to private enterprise): Later, 





the preference to these associations was 
increased by a provision that loans up to 
the full approved value could be granted. 
Private enterprise house builders found 
it increasingly difficult to operate, not 
only because of this preference but because 
land was not granted as readily by the 
local authorities to private enterprise as 
to the co-operative housing associations. 
These associations were also granted a 
certain priority in the issue of building 
permits. The position in Stockholm to-day 
is that only about one-third of the dwelling 
houses are being built privately. While 
these communal and co-operative under- 
takings have generally placed this building 
work with contractors, the problem for the 
private enterprise builder has been very 
acute. 


HOUSES VERSUS FLATS 


While in Stockholm, we had an oppor- 
tunity of visiting the garden suburb of 
Angby, which is delightfully situated on 
high ground overlooking Lake Malaren. 
This suburb was developed by private 
enterprise and consists of detached houses, 
built mainly. of wood, on land acquired 
from the local authority. This suburb was 
obviously for the well-to-do but we were 
told that suburbs with houses of a similar 
character, suitable for purchase by families 
with smaller incomes, are being built and 
already some 6,500 
of these cottage- 
type houses have 
been provided in 
Stockholm, the 
average cost at 
present being about 
£2,650. 

Both in: Givle 
and Stockholm most 
of the housing 
accommodation be- 
ing built at the pre- 
sent time is in the 
form of flats or 
apartment houses. 

It appears that 
this year the ratio 
of flats to detached 
houses being built 
in Stockholm is 13 
to1. . Inthe flats we 
visited in Gavle and 
Stockholm,” we 
noted that the 
natural surround- 
ings had. invariably 
been preserved and 
there was ample 
space between the 
blocks for children’s 
playgrounds and 
day nurseries. 

Although we are 
nota “‘‘ flat-minded” 
people, the. Swedish 
flats we. saw were 
certainly - attractive 
and often occupiers * © 
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owned their flats. Many middle-class 
Swedes do not, however, live in their 
flats all the year round. As soon as the 
summer arrives, the family usually moves 
out to a country cottage to make the most 
of the four summer months of sunshine. 

The flats were generally compact, very 
well equipped and centrally heated. In 
several areas we visited, district heating 
was used. Many places had balconies, and 
extensive window space with double 
windows, made the rooms very bright and 
cheerful. Birch and beech plywood 
parquet flooring laid on concrete was 
popular. 


BUILDING COSTS 


There has been a continual rise in 
building costs in Sweden in the last year, 
the increase being estimated at approxi- 
mately 30 per cent. Despite differences 
in the nature of the accommodation 
provided, it was possible to make some 
comparisons between housing costs in 
Sweden and at home. On the average, 
housing costs for comparable accommoda- 
tion in Sweden appeared to be about 30 
to 40 per cent. higher than in Britain. 
It must be remembered, however, that 
workers’ earnings are on the average 25 
per cent. higher. Rents or house purchase 
repayments frequently worked out at 
20 to 25 per cent. of the family income. 
The figure of 20 per cent. is not considered 
high, and special subsidies for families 
of two or more children, and an income of 
not more than £10 per week, are designed 
to keep the charge for rent within reason- 
able limits. 

While at Gavle we visited the workers’ 








Progress. view of workers’: flats; Gavle, Sweden: 
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housing areas at the Korsnas Works and 
the Sandvik Steel Works and were able 
to form some idea of costs and rents for 
working class houses. At the Korsnas 
Works we visited a foreman’s timber- 
built house of 1,000sq. ft., two floors, 
with a basement of 750 sq. ft. ‘This house 
cost £2,300 in 1948 and it was estimated 
that today it would’cost 40 per cent. more 
because of the rise in world timber prices. 
At Sandvik timber pre-fabs of 580 sq. ft. 
were being rented at 30s. per week 
inclusive of heating, which it was esti- 
mated cost 13s. 6d. per week. Brick 
built flats (570 sq. ft.) were costing an 
inclusive rent of 29s. per week. ‘Terrace 
houses of 1,650 sq. ft. for administrative 
staff were being let at over £200 per 
annum. Middle-class flats which we saw in 
Stockholm with an area of 1,500 sq. ft. 
were let at £250 per annum, inclusive of 
heating. 


Weekly working hours in the building 
industry in Sweden number 48, the week 
being 8} hours per day Mondays to 
Fridays and 54 hours on Saturday. The 
working day starts at 7 a.m. and there are 
official “‘ tea-breaks.”” Extensive measures 
are being taken, with success, to reduce 
loss of time through the sevegity of the 
Swedish winter. There is a statutory 
fortnight’s paid holiday each year and 
recent legislation will eventually result 
in the paid holiday being increased to 
three weeks. In the building industry 
there is a holidays-with-pay scheme to 
enable employers to meet their obligations 
under the statute. 


WAGE RATES AND BONUS 


The hourly rate of pay in Stockholm 
is about 4s. 2d. per hour for skilled 
workers and 4s. per hour for labourers. 
The rate outside Stockholm is about 5d. 
per hour less. Bonus schemes are exten- 
sively used and it is estimated that in 
Stockholm about 80 per cent. of all work 
on new building is on a piecework basis. 
For those workers who are not engaged on 
piecework there is an in lieu payment of 
about 6d. per hour. From our observa- 
tions and inquiries, the men on bonused 
work were obviously working faster than 
the others, although the work was rough. 
Bonus schedules are laid down by agree- 
ment between the employers’ federation 
and trade unions and consist of extensive 
schemes with between five and ten 
thousand different items. ‘The work on 
measuring and calculating the bonus due 
is carried out jointly by officials of the 
employers’ federation and the trade unions. 


In Stockholm it appears that the skilled 
workers on piecework earn on the average 
8s. to 9s. per hour. In smaller towns 
the figures are proportionately less. Bonus- 
ing is on the basis of large gangs (e.g., 
all bricklayers on one site) and pending 
the measurement of the work there is a 
payment of bonus on account. 


Many of the incentive problems in 
Sweden are similar to ours. Full employ- 
ment and extensive social security have 
had a very real effect on production and the 
will to work, and applying incentive 
schemes to building work has raised as 
many problems in Sweden as it has here. 
Production figures made available by 
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the Stockholm Builders Association 
showed that in one contract for apartment 
houses in Stockholm in 1948-49, brick- 
layers were on occasion averaging 1,000 
bricks per day. Inquiries on a building 
site at Gavle showed that this was about 
the rate of production in a straightforward 
run of brickwork. 

Roughness of work was coupled with 
what appeared to us to be a considerable 
waste of material, but we were told by one 
contractor that the cost of material wasted 
was slight in relation to the extra output 
which resulted from this method. We 
were interested fo watch some plastering 
work at flats in Gavle. The plasterers 
were using a wood float measuring 20 in. 
by 10 in. and we were told that 52 sq. yds. 
of one coat plaster with a rough finish 
had been done in seven hours by one 
plasterer and one labourer. 


CONCLUSION 


While we learned certain things of 
value from Swedish building it was the 
general view of those who took part in the 
tour that the standard of the work was 
generally lower than in this country. 
This was certainly true of Gavle, but the 
finished work we saw in Stockholm was of 
a much higher standard. When we 
referred to the roughness of certain 
brickwork, we were told that since it 
would later be rendered and the structure 
was sound, it served its purpose. ‘This 
certainly was one way of looking at it. 

Certain of the materials used were not 
up to British Standard Specifications, and 
in more than one respect some of the 
apartment houses we visited would not 
have passed the Building Bye-laws. We 
were most interested to see the extensive 
use of aerated concrete blocks measuring 
20 in. by 10 in. by 10in. In the Givle 
area, these were used for industrial 
buildings and apartment houses, the finish 
in the latter case being roughcast. On 
inquiry into this, we were told that while 
these blocks were originally intended to 
bridge the gap while brick supplies were 
short, they had become generally accepted 
because of their lightness and other 
properties and were in certain instances 
less expensive than bricks. ‘The world 
rise in timber prices has meant, of course, 
that even in a country so rich in timber 
as Sweden, timber-built buildings are 
particularly expensive. 

Throughout our visit we received much 
kindness and hospitality from our Swedish 
friends, and we hope that by an exchange 
of visits in this way we can profit from 
each other’s experience. 


OBITUARY 
Victor S. Peel, P-P.1.A.AS. 
We regret to record the death, on 


‘August 3, of Mr. Victor Sylvester Peel, 


F.R.S.A., of Birmingham. Mr. Peel had 
been president of the Incorporated Associa- 
tion of Architects and Surveyors. 


George Brittain 

We regret to record the death, on August 6, 
of Mr. George Brittain, founder of the firm 
of ‘Geo. Brittain and Sons, of Kennington. 
He was 89. Mr. Brittain, who had been 
Mayor of Lambeth in 1919, had been a mem- 
ber of the L.M.B.A. council. 





August 10 1953 


SWEDEN’S PLACE IN 
DESIGN 


Co-operation Between Artists and 
Manufacturers 


[N a talk to the Design and Industries 

Association recently, on the “Aims and 
Achievements of Swedish Design,’ Mr. 
ARTHUR HALpD, editor of the influential 
Swedish magazine Form, discussed the de- 
signer’s place in the community and his 
influence on its taste, with particular ref- 
erence to the development of modern 
Swedish design. Emphasising that designers 
could not be produced at will or exist in 
detachment from their cultural and social 
environment, Mr. Hald pointed out how, at 
the time of World War I, the Swedish 
equivalent of the Design and Industries 
Association was rejuvenated by a group of 
young artists who were prepared to go and 
work in close touch with manufacturers, 
while at the same time pursuing their own 
artistic activities—a dual way of life which 
has become traditional among - Swedish 
artists. 

As Sweden is a country of some 7m. 
population, with, on the whole, small fac 
tories where machine and manual production 
have always gone on side by side, it proved 
less difficult for designers to gain the confi- 
dence of manufacturers than in more highly 
industrialised countries. By the time of the 
Paris Exhibition, 1925, Swedish goods for 
everyday use had gained an international 
reputation — a reputation enhanced by the 
famous Stockholm Exhibition of 1930, at 
which “functionalism”—the interest in 
form as determined by function rather than 
in form for its own sake—may be said to 
have made its first appearance. 

From the struggle between functionalism 
and traditionalism was evolved the “‘ Swedish 
Modern” style which during the ’thirties 
had considerable influence throughout 
Europe and America. This influence might 
have brought a great commercial success for 
Swedish wares but for World War II, which 
isolated Sweden and brought shortages of 
Jabour and materials which led to a seller’s 
market; anything, could be sold, manufac- 
turers returned to outworn decorative frills 
and artists lost touch with industry. Swedish 
public taste in household and everyday 
goods suffered a serious decline. 

Mr. Hald was able to end on an optimistic 
note. Production in Sweden is improving 
steadily; since the war it has been necessary 
to pay even closer attention to the fitness 
for function of everyday objects in order to 
sell them; and films, Press, wireless, lectures 
and study groups are being intensively used 
for educating public taste. 

Though critics maintain that Swedish de- 
sign to-day, though good, is not adventurous 
in the way that American and Italian work 
sometimes is and point out that no Swedes 
were among the prizewinners at last year’s 
big international furniture competition, 
there is every reason to believe that the de- 
signer, who in recent years has had to sub- 
ordinate himself somewhat to his subject, 
will again emerge as a vital creative agent 
and restore to Swedish design the pre- 
eminence it may seem temporarily to have 
lost. 


B.R.S. Digest 

The Building Research Station, Garston, 
Watford, Herts, have recently issued their 
Digest No. 32, “ Concrete made with Light- 
weight Aggregate.” 
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COLOUR SCHEMES IN A COCOA FACTORY 


THE BUILDER 


Thirty Standard Colours adopted for Decorations at Bournville 
By J. F. SANDERS 


AFTER many years, use of white for in- 

ternal and external walls, a medium 
or dark green for doors and dadoes and 
staining for partitions and fittings, Cadbury 
Brothers, Ltd., in conjunction with their 
associated firm, J. S. Fry and Sons, Ltd., 
have adopted for their factories and offices 
new colour schemes which employ 30 
colours and shades. The results so far are 
said to have thoroughly justified the faith 
of the authors of the schemes. 


In 1946 a colour committee was estab- 
lished at Bournville to report on the colour 
schemes then in use in the factory and offices. 
First, the committee called in Mr. Norbert 
Dutton and his Design Research Unit to 
advise. They co-operated with the colour 
committee in formulating general principles 
and planning the colour schemes for the 
first experiments. More recently, Mr. Paul 
Redmayne and the Bournville studio have 
been entrusted with the responsibility of 
preparing schemes for various rooms, work- 
ing in direct touch with the colour com- 
mittee and the engineer’s and painting 
departments. 


In the early experimental period, 80 tints 
were tried, and many ideas were conceived 
and tested. Now those responsible for the 
colour schemes at Bournville are looking 
towards the creation of several alternative 
standard schemes for offices and for both 
well- and dimly-lighted factory rooms, 
offices and corridors. 


Grouping of Colours 


The 30 colours now adopted are arranged 
in groups and so numbered that fresh 
colours can be added to any group without 
altering the sequence of the numbers. Thus, 
Group I comprises hard gloss paints for 
machinery, doors, radiators and so on. In 
this group there are 10 different colours, 
numbered from 1 to. 10. Group II contains 
only three shades of semi-matt “ off-white ” 
for ceilings, numbered 20, 21 and 22. Group 
Ill has 11 semi-gloss paints for walls and 
partitions, numbered 30 to 63, but with (as 


“will be readily grasped) several gaps in the 


order of numbering. 


The paints have also been classified in 
various kinds of finish, according to the use 
to which they are put, such as hard gloss, 
semi-gloss and semi-matt. 


Early experiments showed that white did 
not give the maximum feeling of brightness. 
Light pastel tints appeared to be more satis- 
factory for this purpose, particularly in 
shadow areas where pure white seemed to 
be dull and grey. 

Another finding was that there is a ten- 
dency for large areas of a light colour to 
appear darker than the small colour tabs 
(about 14 in. by 3 in.) from which they are 
chosen. Even lighter colours than have 
hitherto been used are to be experimented 
with. 

It was also discovered that, when choos- 
ing a scheme for a room, it is a great ad- 
vantage to have coloured cubes rather than 


flat cards,.as the. cubes enable the-colour to ~ 


be judged in light and shade at the same 
time. ‘ 

Balancing of a colour from one end of 
the spectrum: with another from the other 
end was found to be essential in a scheme 








where the chief colour area was at one end. 
Two methods of achieving this were evolved. 
In the first, where there are two large areas 
of colour from one end of the spectrum, 
these may be balanced with a very small 
quantity of colour from the other end in a 
more intense form. An example is a very 
pale yellow cream or “ off-white” scheme 
balanced by a small dado or line of frieze 
in turquoise. 


Warm and Cool Shades 


The second method of making a balance 
is by using warm and cool pastel shades. 
These, however, must be more nearly equal 
in area. The research team found that in 
offices where there is a large amount of light 
oak furniture, that furniture alone supplies 
much of the warmth of colour necessary to 
balance a cool scheme. 

Generally speaking, it was found, pillars 
should be painted a slightly darker tone than 
the main walls, to give a feeling of support. 

For the interior of window frames a fairly 
pright primrose was found to be more satis- 
factory than cream or white. 

Special attention was given to places likely 
to be dirty or attract the dirt, if only for a 
short period. Two different principles were 
adopted as a result. In rooms (such as the 
cocoa packing room) where there is so much 
dust that it is impossible to keep them con- 
tinually dusted, the pipes are painted cocoa 
colour, but a light blue is used for parts of 
the machines because it is considered the 
background colour most likely to show up 
the filling operations. On the other hand, 
all food-mixing machines are now being 
painted cream. This is to encourage the 
workpeople responsible to clean them more 
frequently, and has proved most successful. 


Painting of Fittings 
In most rooms, pipes, ducts or electrical 
fittings are, whenever possible, painted the 


same colour as the ceiling or walls behind 
or above them. Contrary to the practice in 


_V Block, 1st floor, Bournville. 
hy off-white ” » other machinery in aluminium paint; 
pink; and the steam pipes gold. 


many other factories to-day, Cadbury’s no 
longer attempt to colour pipes and fittings 
according to their use. 


Office partitions were originally stained, 
but the research team found it more satis- 
factory to paint a light colour on the upper 
portions and to retain the stain only on the 
doors and lower portions, where they get the 
most wear. 


In artificially lighted rooms much brighter 
colours have been found an advantage, but 
care has to be taken to choose colours which 
react well to the type of illumination in use. 
Thus, ordinary filament lamps give a yellow 
tint to some colours and will completely 
change others, particularly pastel shades of 
green and blue. 


With fluorescent tube lighting, the 
“natural” colour appears to be the best, 
but even this tends to extract colour from 
the warm hues and increase the intensity of 
the cold tones. Therefore, it is essential for 
rooms which depend on artificial light to 
select colours in the appropriate lighting 
and not in daylight. 


Up to the moment a satisfactory hard 
gloss paint for machines has not been found. 
It is suggested that it may even be necessary 
to return to an aluminium or metallic finish 
for all machines other than food machines 
which (as already stated) are painted cream 
for a specific reason. Complicated machines 
were treated with a soft blue for hard wear, 
but as they Pick up so much colour from the 
cartons going through them any colour 
save neutral grey or aluminium seems to be 
unsatisfactory. 


Orange for Danger 


Orange, not red, is used to denote danger, 


but which areas should be painted orange 


shave not yet been defined. At first, the 
safety officer decided that guards on 
machines should be so treated, so that it 
would be obvious if they had not been re- 
placed. However, this means that the area 
of orange colour is often greater than the 
rest of the machine. Now the insides cnly 
of guards are being painted orange for this 
purpose. 

A practical point worth noting is that, to 
ensure uniformity and save time in mixing 





The ceiling, roof marty beams and machinery are in 


the upper portions of the columns 
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the paints, it has been arranged that paints 
in the firm’s new range of standard colours 
shall be supplied ready mixed, with the ex- 
ception of “ off-whites” for ceilings. 

When a room is due to be repainted, the 

engineer’s department informs the studio 
and asks for a scheme. ; This is supplied on 
a standard form from the range of standard 
colours evolved. It is not regarded as prac- 
ticable to discuss the whole scheme in ad- 
vance with each department, but the paint- 
ing committee is glad to consider any sug- 
gestions from shop committees for future 
guidance. It has been found that a depart- 
ment asked to choose a colour scheme often 
wants no change; new schemes are at first 
criticised, but later generally approved and 
then quoted as satisfactory for repainting. 
In the offices the head of the department is 
consulted. 
_ No concrete evidence is so far forthcom- 
ing that production has improved as the 
result of the colour changes, but there is no 
doubt that they have contributed to a feel- 
ing of greater satisfaction in the workrooms. 
The workers took a considerable interest in 
the new schemes and their first reaction was 
in some cases critical. Some of these criti- 
cisms were thoroughly sound, others were 
merely expressions of personal colour pre- 
ferences. 


R.I.B.A. EXAMINATIONS 
Finals Pass List 
"THE 


Final Examination of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects was 
held in London, Bristol, Birmingham, Leeds, 
Edinburgh, Manchester, Newcastle and Bel- 
fast from June 20 to 29 last. Of the 494 
candidates examined, 91 passed the whole 
examination, 77 passed the whole examina- 
tion (subject to approval of Thesis), 47 
passed Part 1 only; 279 candidates were rele- 
gated. The successful candidates are as 
follows:— 


WHOLE EXAMINATION 


*A. Abbott (East Kilbride), Miss A. M. Aitken (South- 
port), *D. R. Alexander (Bristol), B. J. Alford (Weston- 
super-Mare), *M. G. Alford (Osterley), *S. Ashworth 
(Manchester), B. D. Atkinson (Beverley), A. Avenell 
(Bournemouth), M. J. Baggott (Woodford Green), 
+G. R. W. Bailey (Newport, Mon.), *B. Baker (Prest- 
wich), W. J. Baker (Bridgwater), *R. A. Barlow (Stock- 
port), *C. C. Barnes (Oldham), G. F. Bateman (Loughton), 
*E. Baxendale (Chorley), *H. F. Benton (Rainham), 
Miss L. M. Bickerton (Cobham), *B. S. Bond (Ilford), 
D. Booth (Oldham), A. P. G. Borley (Welling), *E. Bow- 
man (Salford), *K.E. Box (London, W. 13), A. E. Brignal! 
(Tenterden), P. J. Brown (London, N.11), *R. C. Burgoine 
(Norwich), *R. Burton (Preston). 

C. S. Campbell (Thundersley), *R. E. Carlick (Maid- 
stone), *D. W. G. Carter (Chelmsford), *M. A. Chapman 
(Bristol), W. E. Charlton (Co. Durham), C. B. Clark 
(London, E. 10), A. R. Clarkson (Darlington), P. S. 
Cocker (Bolton), M. C. Collings (Bristol), *L. J. Connor 
(IHord), *K. D. A. Cook (Salisbury), *G. Corne (Cardiff), 
R. H. Counsell (Bristol), J. L. Cross (Bristol), *M. R. 
Crux (Canterbury), *A. M. Cutler (London, S.W.16), 
F. A. Czop (London, W. 4), tM. R. Dabner’(Gravesend), 
*1. Davies (Timperley), *R. C: Dent (London, S.W. 4), 
*R. G. Dickinson (Blackpool), M. G. Dixon (London, 
N. 12), Mrs. L. Dransfield (London, N.W. 3), S. D. 
Dray (Ashford, Kent), S. J. Durrant (Luton). 

*K. G. Edwards (Liverpool), M. J. C. Edwards (Esher), 
D. G. Eve (Southend-on-Sea), J. M. Gallagher (Ewell), 
*K. N. Garratt (Wolverhampton), H. W. Gatling (Wor- 
cester Park), Miss A. C. Glover (London, S.W. 1), 
*P. S. Goodman (Ipswich), P. B. Gregory (Belfast), 
J. D. Harrison (Ashford, Kent), *G. E. Harvey (Ply- 
mouth), *G. A. Hayes (Oldham), M. H. Hennings (Lon- 
don, S.W. 6), * F. A. P. Hicks (Porchester), B. H. F. 
Hills (Westgate-on-Sea), *G. Hodkinson (Manchester), 
*C. D. Holmes (Newcastle-on-Tyne), *R. D. C. Hook 
(ilford), J. R. Howard (London, N.W. 2), *F. S. Hudson 
(Luton), *D. T. Hunneyball (Croydon), J. H. Ingham 
(Rochester), H. N. Ingram (Bristol), *B. W. Jackson 
(Sale), *R. Jefferies (Nottingham), *K. G. Jones (Croy- 
don), P. J. Joshi (London, W.C. 1). 





* Subject of approval of Thesis. 
+ Distinction in Thesis. 
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H. M. Kanhere (London, W.11), S. A. Kellaway 
(Parkstone), (M. T. H. Kimmins (Maidstone), N. L. 
King (London, S.W. 20), *W. Kitchen (London, S.W.16), 
*M. Kleinfield (Westcliff-on-Sea), *M. W. Kohler 
(London, S.W. 1), D. G. Lawrence (Portslade), tJ. Lloyd 
(London, S.W. 2), A. A. Low (London, S.W. 1), Miss Z. 
Makowska (WembleyPark), *W. G. Mann (Coventry), 
R. L. Marshall (Southend-on-Sea), *R. J. Martin (Nor- 
wich), N. C. Millin (Herne Bay), R. P. Moorby (London, 
S.E. 4), A. I. Nellist (Hull), *L. A. Nicholas (London, 
E. 14), *B. Nussbaum (London, N.W. 11), *J. C. H. Odam 
(London, S.W. 3), *J. N. Padbury (Portsmouth), J. S. 
Pantlin (Wimborne), *S. F. Peck (Leatherhead), *M. P. 
Peddie (Bexley Heath), *J. B. Pilkington (Maghull), 
*I. H. Pirie (Dundee), *J. M. Pottage (Beverley), A. 
Prakash (London, N.W. 11), Miss M. Price (Hale Barns), 
H. E. J. Prime (Westcliff-on-Sea). 

*A.S. Raimes (Hove), Miss M. E. Rice (Southampton), 
J. L. Richardson (Hull), P. H. Ridgewell (Swansea), 
*R. O. Ridsdale (Stockton-on-Tees), R. W. Rigg (Weston- 
super-Mare), F. L. Ringland (Bangor, N.I.), *D. Ritchie 
(London, S.W. 11), *E. N. Roberts (Chingford), M. 
Rolfe (London, S.W.12), *D. H. Ross (Croydon), 
+V. J. Sames (Sutton), G. Sampson (Gillingham), J. M. 
Scott (London, S.W. 6), K. C. Scott (Richmond, Surrey), 
*P. S. Scrase (Birmingham), Miss J. Shackleton (Liver- 
pool), *A. R. Sharrock (Eccles), *L. E. Skipp (London, 
E. 15), H. Sleight (Stockport), *A. D. Smith (Paisley), 
J. B. Smith (Bristol, 7), *J. A. Snellgrove (London, 
N.13), J. M. Squire (Bristol), Miss S. M. Staley (Bexhill-on- 
Sea), F. J. H. Stanford (Feltham), *P. Stannard (South- 
ampton), M. Stringer (Tunbridge Wells), R. I. Sudbury 
(Ilkeston), M. Sunderland (Belfast). 

*G. D. Tabraham (Barnet), Miss N. Taper (Reading), 
D. D. Tennent (Ashford, Kent), *P. Thomlinson (York), 
C. D. Thomson (Wakefield), +E. G. Thorne (Man- 
chester), *L. R. M. Tibble (Southampton), *J. C. Tilley 
(London, S.W.1), G. G. Tomlinson (Handforth), Miss 
V. J. Toms (Plymouth), J. E. Tucker (Bath), *C. W. 
Tulitt (Portsmouth), G. H. Uffindell (Kingston Hill), 
R. J. Vincent (London, S.W.9), *T. Vinter (Stockton- 
on-Tees), J. S. Walker (Hull), *R. B. Walsh (Preston), 
N. L. Warman (Cobham), *P. A. Watkinson (Reigate), 
+H. P. H. West (Maidstone), P. White (East Grinstead), 
*J. K. Wild (Stoke-on-Trent), *K. S. Williams (Bolton), 
E. R. Winters (Brighton), *E. G. Wiseman (Worcester 
Park), W. D. Wren (Bristol), *A. Wright (Morden), 
C. A. Wright (Portslade), D. A. Wynn (London, S.E.20). 

PART I ONLY 

Miss R. J. Allen (Norwich), W. J. Allen (Dublin), 
D. S. Bazley (Portsmouth), Miss A. Boleslawicz (London, 
S.W. 17), R. E. Bousell (Sutton Coldfield), R. J. Claridge 
(Portsmouth), S. H. Cox (Cardiff), Miss D. C. Downer 
(London, S.W.19), E. C. Dowty (Newcastle-on-Tyne), 
D. F. Drawbridge (Esher), G. P. Edmead (Bordon), 
E. J. Elliott (Plymouth), E. S. Fawcett (Cambridge), 
R. G. Franklin (Portsmouth), J. C. W. Fulbeck (Chelms- 
ford), J. R. Gray (Plymouth), C. L. Gotch (London, 
N.W. 3), D. T. Grove (London, E. 17), D. R. Hance 
(London, W.2), F. C. Hardy (Bradford), P. Heiton 
(Winsford), R. K. Jablonski (Birmingham), G. W. 
Jackson (Salisbury), G. Jameson (London, W.1), Mrs 
J. Jaraczewska (London, S.E. 19). 

V. C. C. McCaughey (Belfast), E. D. Marsh (Sidcup), 
R. C. Miatt (London, E. 17), S. A. Misselbrook (London, 
S.W. 16), J. H. Newman (London, S.W. 15), N. B. 
Patton (Sandown, I. of W.), S. G. Pickford (Leeds), 
Miss B. M. Plant (Sale), H. A. Powell (London, E. 11), 
R. J. Quinton (Southsea), J. A. Ritter (Isleworth), Miss 
R. A. Robson (Havant), S. A. Roe (Nottingham), Miss J. 
Rzadkowska (London, S.W.6), J. Sass (London, S.W. 1), 
S. Spielrein (Goodmayes), Miss J. P. Stickland (Ports- 
mouth), E. R. J. Thomas (Co., Durham), F. H. H. Walker 
(Nottingham), D. W. Walton (London, S.W.10), P. T. 
Whitworth (Southampton), K. F. G. Worth (Plympton). 


SPECIAL FINAL EXAMINATION, 
JUNE, 1951 


The Special Final Examination was held 
in London, Bristol, Birmingham, Leeds, 
Manchester, Newcastle, Edinburgh and Bel- 
fast from June 20 to 29. Of the 378 candi- 
dates examined, 98 passed (16 in Part 1 only 
and 2:in Part 2 only); 280 candidates were 
relegated. The successful candidates are as 
follows:— 

WHOLE EXAMINATION 

A. G. Arnold (Deal), H. W. Baker (Southampton), 
S. H. Ball (London, W.4), J. L. Barnard (Romford), 
W. T. Boyd (Huddersfield), J. G. Brown (Bexley), W. A. 
Burden (London, S.W. 18), B. Burles (London, N. 22), 
R. D. Carpenter (East Molesey), G. C. Chaplin (Porta- 
down), W. L. Clark (London, S.E. 27), L. L. Clarke 
(Folkestone), A. P. Clews (Timperley), J. E. Collins 
(Co. Dublin), C. S. Derwent (London, S.W. 20), C. R. J. 
Donnithorne (Southsea), W. Dornan (Belfast), S. N, 
Economou (London, N.W. 3), Miss D. M. Elstub 
(Southam), H. El-Wakeel (Hoylake), J. Eyre (London, 
N.14), F. W. Faul (London, N.W. 6), O. W. Fox (Cam- 
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bridge), C. Franck (Barnet), P. D, Friend (London 
S.W. 15). 

A. J. Gasson (London, E. 4), R. W. George (Hastings), 
M. Gutteling (Southampton), N. W. Haile (Hampton), 
S. J. Harris (Romford), W. Hayhurst (Manchester), 
P. W. Hewitt (Hoole), G. Holmes (Norwich), R. L. 
Hounsell (Hampton), H. J. Hussey (Cobham), E. R. 
Jordan (Horely), G. E. Knowles (Birkenhead), W. 
Kretchmer (London, S.W. 11), J. R. Leeks (Norwich), 
D. J. Lewer (East Barnet), F. H. Marsh (London, W. 13), 
G. E. Mellor (Stoke-on-Trent), I. V. Mitchell (Notting- 
ham), T. B. Mitchell (Grimsby), J. F. Munce (Belfast) , 
E. R. Noble (Kew Green), A. C. Ormand (Glasgow), 
J. M. Paterson (Hove), R. Payne (Newport, Mon.), 
W. S. A. Prew (Bridgwater), R. G. Pullin (Coventry), 
S. K. Quarress (London, N.W. 10). 

G. F. Rice (Southsea), P. H. Rose (Christchurch), 
N. Russell (Ely), P. A. C. Sanderson (London, S.W. 20), 
G. Shadforth (Chelmsford), J. S. Smith (Whitchurch, 
Glam.), S. E. Southgate (London, N. 16), G. E. Spicer 
(London, S.W. 17), J. H. Stedman (London, S.W. 17), 
S. Steele (Peterborough), L. A. Stiles (Bromley), T. A. 
Stringer (Belfast), H. G. Swann (London, S.W.16), 
G. D. Sykes (London, E.C.4), L. E. Tatum (London, E.1), 
E. A. F. Taylor (Stockport), G. I. Tear (Lyndhurst), 
J. W. Turner (Prestwick), K. A. Turner (London, W. 12), 
W. T. Vale (Birmingham), E. W. Waldron (Worthing), 
R. F. West (Brighton), M. Whalley (Bristol), F. E. 
Willett (Oundle), E. A. Wingrave (Flixton), R. J. Wood 
(Bickley), S. W. Woodhouse (London, N.17), V. D. 
Wynyard (Malden). 

PART I ONLY 

A. J. Baker (London, S.W. 18), R. E. Carn (East- 
bourne), S. Carron (London, E.2), A. B. Cook (Chiches- 
ter), G. L. Down (Chichester), G. Ellwood (Chorley), 
A. G. Fletcher (London, W. 8), F. M. Kruchek (Carlisle), 
J. Z. Lenartowicz (Chalfont St. Peter), W. Marsh (Aber- 
gavenny), D. S. Mavnard (Henley-on-Thames), P. F. 
Shailer (London, W. 4), F. H. Skinner (Bedford), E. A. 
Stroud (Plymouth), E. G. Williams (Peterborough), 
J. Wrigley (Aylesbury). 

PART II ONLY 

J. N. McKelvie (Troon), L. Myers (Liverpool). 

The following candidates have also passed 
the Special Final Examination:— 

L. G. Armstrong (Romford), H. R. S. Ferin (London, 
S.W.), A. R. Goodrich (Potters Bar), R. C. Harrison 
(London, E.18), K. H. Roberts (Huddersfield), G. N- 
Stockton (Luddenden Foot), E. H. Tietjen (Ilford), 
R. Watkins (Cardiff). 


L.C.C. COMPREHENSIVE 
SCHOOLS 


Minister of Education’s View 


IN REPLY to a question by Mr. T. Magnus 
Wechsler at the meeting of the L.C.C. on 
Tuesday, July 31, the Chairman of the 
Education Committee, Mr. R. McKINNON 
Woop, said that preliminary plans of the 
proposed comprehensive schools at Parlia- 
ment Hill and Holloway had been submitted 
to the Minister of Education. The Minister, 
in a letter dated July 11, 1951, had stated 
that “ the resources available for educational 
building are not sufficient to enable 
him to approve major projects designed 
to improve existing accommodation.” 
The Primary and Secondary Schools 
Sub-Committee had considered this letter 
and had decided that new schedules of 
accommodation should be prepared, based 
on the provision of five-form entry “ supple- 
ments” to the existing three-form entry 
secondary schools, leaving for consideration 
at a later date the question of bringing this 
accommodation up to modern standards. 

The Minister, in his letter, had indicated 
that he would be prepared to consider 
proposals for carrying out essential work 
on the existing buildings. Mr. McKinnon 
Wood added that in view of the need for 
replanning, it would not be possible to com- 
mence building work on these two schools 
during the current financial year. They 
would, therefore, be transferred to the 
1952-53 building programme, and Putney 
Park Lane comprehensive high school would 
be advanced to take their place in the 
current programme. 

+s Putney Park Lane School was illus- 
trated by plans and model on July 27.—Eb. 
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THE BUILDER 


THE NEW STREETS ACT. 


By A. E. TELLING, MA, Barrister-at-Law 


ig was an all too common experience 
before the war for a purchaser of a 
house to pay to the builder a sum on 
account of road charges only to find when 
the local authority came to make up the 
street that the builder was unable to pay. 
As the liability for road charges under 
the existing legislation rests upon the 
frontager, the unfortunate owner had to 
pay a second time. 


In future there should be no repetition 
of this unfortunate occurrence, at any rate 
in urban areas. -For the New Streets 
Act, which has just been added to the 
Statute Book, is designed to prevent this 
happening. Although introduced as a 
private member’s Bill, it received Govern- 
ment backing from the outset. At first 
the Opposition appeared to welcome the 
Bill; at all events, they did not oppose 
the second reading. Later, however, 
opinion hardened against it, and several 
amendments were made during the Com- 
mittee stage which had the effect of 
limiting its scope. 


THE BASIC PRINCIPLE 


The basic principle of the Act is that 
no new house or building may be erected 
in a private street until an estimate has 
been made of the probable future liability 
to road charges, and that amount has 
either been paid or secured to the satisfac- 
tion of the local authority by the owner 
of the land or by a previous owner 
(section 1(1)). The liability is to be 
determined in accordance with the private 
street works code in force in the district 
concerned. 


The carrying out of work in contraven- 
tion of this requirement will be an offence 
punishable on summary conviction by a 
fine not exceeding £100. A further 
contravention in respect of the same 
building will constitute a new offence 
and may be punished accordingly. If 
the person carrying out the work is 
someone other than the owner of the 
land, he also will be liable unless he can 
show that he had reasonable grounds for 
believing that the required amount had 
been paid or secured by the owner 
(section 1(2)). There is no definition of 
“‘owner” and it must be presumed 
therefore it means the owner of the fee 
simple (i.e. the freehold). The phrase 
“the person carrying out the work” is 
also not defined. It is clearly intended to 
cover cases where an estate developer 
has sold land in house plots prior to 
himself building the houses, as well as 
more obvious cases such as development 
by a ground lessee. It probably does not 
include the builder who carries out 
work under an ordinary building contract, 
but in view of the penal nature of the 
subsection it is regrettable that this has 
not been made.clear. In any event the 
builder can cover himself by inquiring— 
preferably in writing—of the owner 
whether the Act has been complied with. 


SOME EXCEPTIONS 


Section 1(3) provides for a number of 
exceptions to the Act. These are: 


(a) Where the owner of the land 
would be exempt from liability to road 
charges under the private street works 
code in force in the district concerned. 
In this connection it should be remem- 
bered that there are two main codes—the 
Private Street Works Act, 1892, and that 
contained in the Public Health Act, 
1875, as amended by the Act of 1890. 
These codes may, however, be amended 
or superseded in any district by a loéal 
Act, and the only practicable course is 
to make inquiries of the local authority ; 


(b) where the proposed building is to 
be situated in the curtilage of, and be 
appurtenant to, an existing building ; 


(c) where the bye-law plans of the build- 
ing were deposited before the Act came 
into force ; 


(d) where an agreement has been made 
by any person with the local authority 
for carrying out street works at that 
person’s expense ; 


(e) where the local authority are satisfied 
that the street is not likely within a 
reasonable time to become sufficiently 
built up to justify their requiring it to be 
made up, they may exempt the building 
from the provisions of this Act ; 


(f) they may also exempt a building 
from the provisions of the Act if they 
consider that the street is not likely within 
a reasonable time to be joined to a highway 
already repairable at the public expense ; 


(g) where a whole street of less than 
100 yards in length was at the commence- 
ment of the Act built up to such an 
extent that the total length of the frontages 
of the buildings on both sides of the 
street amounted to at least one half of the 
total length of all the frontages on both 
sides of the street. This formula is 
also to apply to part of a street where a 
building occupies a frontage of more than 
100 yards ; 


(hk) even where the formula in (g) above 
does not apply so as to afford automatic 
exemption, the local authority may exempt 
the proposed building if they are satisfied 
that the street was substantially built up 
at the time the Act came into force ; 


(i) where the building is to be erected 
on land belonging to or in the possession 
of the British Transport Commission, a 
local authority or a new town development 
corporation ; and 


(j) where the building is to be erected 
by a trading or industrial estate company 
wholly or mainly at government expense. 

These exceptions so limit the scope of 
the Act that it may be wondered whether 
it will really achieve very much. The 
explanation is that the sponsors of this 
measure did not contemplaté so many 
exceptions, all but the first three being 
added in committee. 


PROCEDURE UNDER THE ACT 

(1) Within one month of bye-law 
approval being given, the local authority 
are to serve notice on the person by or on 
whose behalf the bye-law plans were 


submitted, requiring the payment of the 
specified sum (section 2(1)). Here there 
appears to be a serious defect in the Act 
since the person by oron whose behalf the 
bye-law plans were submitted will not 
necessarily be the owner of the land upon 
whom section 1 would appear to impose 
an absolute liability. 


(2) The amount specified in the notice 
is to be such sum as the local authority 
consider would be payable under the 
appropriate private street works code if 
they were to carry out the work then and 
there (section 2(2)). By section 2(3) the 
local authority may at some time thereafter 
substitute a smaller sum. 


(3) The person on whom the notice 
is served, and the owner if he is a different 
person, each has a month in which to 
appeal to the Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning, who may reduce the 
amount specified (section 2(4)). 


(4) The payment made under this Act 
does not discharge the owner from all 
further liability. If when the street 
works are actually carried out the cost 
as apportioned to the owner exceeds the 
sum he has already paid or secured, he 
must pay the excess. If, on the other 
hand, the apportioned cost is less, then 
the difference is to be refunded with 
interest at 3 per cent. or the security 
released. ‘This also applies if the street 
i$ not made up at the expense of the local 
authority or if the building is not pro- 
ceeded with (sections 3 and 4). 


(5) If the required sum is securéd by 
means of a mortgage or charge on the 
land, the mortgage or charge is not to be 
deemed a prior mortgage for the purpose 
of section 13 of the Building Societies 
Act, 1894. Section 13 of the 1894 Act 
prohibits advances by building societies 
on second mortgage, but under the new 
Act building societies will be able to do so 
where the prior mortgage is security for 
the payment of street charges under this 
Act (section 5). It has to be borne in 
mind, however, that the existence of such 
a prior mortgage may well have the effect 
of reducing the amount which a building 
society are prepared to advance. 


POWER OF FRONTAGERS 


A valuable feature of the Act is the 
provision in section 6 which enables a 
majority of the frontagers in a built-up 
street (or as many of them as have between 
them more than half the total length) to 
require the local authority to make up 
the street in accordance with the private 
street works code in force in that district. 
This provision, however, is only to apply 
if at least in one case payment has been 
made or security given under the new Act. 
Moreover, so long as Defence Regulation 
56 A remains in force, this provision may 
also be defeated by a refusal of the 
Minister to grant the necessary authorisa- 
tion for licensing purposes. 


For the purposes of section 6, a street 
is to be deemed to be built up if the total 
length of the frontages of the buildings 
on both sides of the street constitutes at 
least one half of the total length of all the 
frontages on both sides. Any part of a 
street exceeding 100 yards in length may 
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be treated by the frontagers as a street 
for the purposes of this section. 


APPLICATION OF THE ACT 


The new Act is to apply to boroughs 
and urban districts in England and Wales, 
but not to Metropolitan boroughs. The 
Minister may also apply the Act by order 
to any rural district upon an application 
by the county council concerned and 
after consulting the rural district council. 


The Act is to come into force on 
October 1, 1951. 


CONCLUSION 


It will be seen from this summary that 
the new Act is very limited in scope. In 
particular, it applies only to future 
buildings for which plans have not yet 
been deposited. It does nothing to help 
those who have already paid sums to 
builders on account of road charges in 
respect of houses now erected and who 
may yet find themselves defeated by the 
death, disappearance or bankruptcy of 
the builder. 

To what extent it will act as a brake 
upon enterprise remains to be seen. The 
principle of the Act is by no means new, 
since provisions requiring an advance 
deposit in respect of road charges are to 
be found in a number of local Acts, and 
there does not seem to have been a great 
deal of opposition to their enactment, 
In so far, however, as it increases the 
amount of capital which must be found 
for the erection of new houses and other 
buildings, it must inevitably act as a 
deterrent to some extent. It is unfortu- 
nate that the Government did not think 
out the whole question a little more 
thoroughly before lending its support to 
this particular measure. 


A.B.S. CENTENARY APPEAL 
Eighth List of Donors 

THE TOTAL received by the Architects’ 
Benevolent Society up to July 26 for its 
Centenary Appeal is £7,731 17s. 7d., with 
covenants signed for £183 19s. annually. 
Donations received since the last list printed 
are:— 
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The London Builders’ Conference 

Burgess, Holden and Watson 

-Graeme J. C. Highet  ... sa 

Berkshire Society of Architects 

D. H. Marriott one sae 

_J. Beardshaw and Partners 

Norman H. Oatley and Staff ... 

Anon soe nae hos ide 

N. R. Paxton 

. C. Barker 

. Foster 

. Webb ee 
. Wakefield 

D. Hartley 

. L. Curtis 
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time ed 


H. L. Geeson ... eee aes ase ning 
Wallis, Gilbert and Partners ... sae  : 
North Wales Architectural Society... oe ON 
Mrs. M. J. Sladdin bos has es ES 

H. G. Baker ose was! 
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‘Technical College Courses 

Educational courses available in the 1951- 
52 period and various other activities con- 
nected with the College are referred to in 
-detail in Prospectus No. 1, issued by the 
South-East London Technical College, 
Department of Building, Lewisham-way, 
7S.E.4. 
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STEEL SUPPLY POSITION 
Its Effect on Building 
[By Our Own Representative] 


ORK on a number of the London 
County Council’s schemes of flats has 
been curtailed by the serious shortage of 
steel which has arisen. To overcome the 
shortage the L.C.C. are considering alterna- 
tive methods of construction and buying 
material from France. One order has 
already been placed for 800 tons of steel 
of French manufacture for which the County 
Council has had to pay £34,000 more than 
a similar order would cost in this country. 


A spokesman of Tersons, Ltd., of Fins- 
bury, one of the contractors employed on 
L.C.C. building schemes, told The Builder 
that their present contracts were being 
very severely affected by the shortage. Most 
of them were in a very crucial position. 


The Black Market in Steel 


Questioned about the black market, he 
said there was probably a bigger black 
market in steel to-day than in any other 
commodity. They were continually being 
offered steel at exorbitant prices and they 
would not pay it. As an instance he 
quoted a recent case in which he had been 
offered 1,000 tons of steel at £60 per ton. 
Even if they were to buy steel at that price, 
he said, the building owners would not pay 
it. Because of the position they were no 
longer undertaking any contracts involving 
the use of steel. 

He thought the rearmament programme 
was to blame to a certain degree but found 
it rather difficult to believe that there should 
not still be sufficient supplies to meet the 
needs of the industry. 

A return to a*priority scheme, although 
it might affect the building programme, was, 
he thought, the only remedy for the short- 
age. It would also eliminate the black 
market. 

What annoyed contractors most of all was 
the attitude of the authorities that it was 
the contractor’s concern and he should find 
steel where he could. It did appear to him 
that the entire onus of the shortage was 
being thrown back on the contractor. 

Mr. J. C. CocKSEDGE, chief surveyor, of 
Truett and Steel, Ltd., of Thornton Heath 
and Westminster, said that existing contracts 
were definitely being held up by the short- 
age of steel. He didn’t know of any manu- 
facturer of mild steel reinforcing rods who 
would even accept an order at the moment. 
The period quoted for structural steelwork 
was about eight or nine months. 


A Priority System 

Referring to the black market, he said he 
believed there was a scheme afoot for the 
Ministry to effect some sort of priority in 
the allocation of steel for building work. 
Even if priorities were given, he was doubt- 
ful if the mills could accept them. 

The main reason for the shortage, Mr. 
Cocksedge believed, was the large quantity 
of steel billets which were being absorbed 
into the rearmament programme. There was 
also, undoubtedly, a black market, which 
meant that if prospective buyers were pre- 
pared to pay excessive prices they could 
get adequate supplies. Another reason he 
gave was the greater use of the steel-framed 
building to-day, which was a further drain 
on the supplies available. 

Short of not allowing so much building 
work requiring the use of structural steel 
to be carried out, he thought the position 
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could be sufficiently remedied by some 
system of priorities. 

The position of one local authority was 
given by a representative of Hackney 
Borough Council, where, for the present, 
they were unaffected by the shortage. One 
small hold-up had been overcome, but it 
was pointed out that they were building in 
traditional brick construction and_ their 
needs were therefore quite small. So far 
they were still able to get supplies. 


Additional £10 a Ton 


All work on the Camberwell Borough 
Council’s new housing estates is expected to 
come almost to a standstill in the next few 
weeks owing to the steel crisis. On the Cleve 
Hall housing estate, where the council are 
building 60 flats by direct labour, they have 
received tenders from three firms for rein- 
forced concrete floors. The two firms with 
the lowest tenders have reported that they 
cannot see any prospect of obtaining steel 
for the job during the current year, and the 
council has therefore accepted the highest 
tender, that of the third firm, who say they 
can supply steel from stock at an additional 
cost of £10 a ton. 

Speaking at Macclesfield on July 25 (The 
Builder, July 27), MR. STEPHEN HUDSON, pre- 
sident of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, said that as steel was 
likely to be in short supply for a long time, 
it would, no doubt, be necessary, in addi- 
tion to drawing up an allocation scheme, to 
explore ways and means of effecting econo- 
mies. 

An official of the National Federation 
subsequently told The Builder that they 
thought the Ministry should not delay the 
introduction of an allocation scheme as it 
would ensure a fair share for all builders. 
They were not in favour of controls of any 
description, he said, but they would rather 
have controls and some steel than no controls 
and no steel. 


Government Buildings 

A spokesman of the Ministry of Works 
said, on Tuesday, that some Government 
buildings had been delayed by the steel 
shortage, and in a few cases work had 
stopped altogether. The position was, how- 
ever, fluid, and work was being restarted on 
the affected buildings as soon as supplies 
became available. 

In regard to the outlook for the future, it 
was difficult to estimate how far the build- 
ing programme would be affected. The new 
allocation scheme would naturally have a 
bearing on the situation when it came into 
operation. 


Prestressed Work Curtailed 

Speaking of his concern in regard to the 
supply of steel, at the eighteenth annual 
general meeting of Richard Costain, Ltd., the 
chairman and joint managing director, 
Mr. R. R. Costain, C.B.E., said that the 
shortage, which had arisen so suddenly and 
acutely, was bound to have a marked effect 
on the progress of their contract work. 
Even as regards his firm’s prestressed con- 
crete activities, which used a minimum of 
steel, production had had to be severely 
curtailed. 





Manchester Lectures on Building 


Manchester and District Advisory Coun- 
cil for Further Education issue a prospectus 
of post-advanced lectures on building and 
civil engineering for the session 1951-52. 
Copies are obtainable from the Education 
Offices, Deansgate, Manchester, 3. 
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LAW REPORT 


Suitability of Floor Tiles for Car 
Showrooms 


WOLVERHAMPTON COUNTY COURT 
BEFoRE JuDGE H. Norris 


Hewetson and Co. v. Charles Clark and Son 


THERMO-PLASTIC TILE FLOORING was 
described as being “unsuitable” for the 
floors of motor car showrooms in a case 
heard before Judge H. Norris at Wolver- 
hampton County Court on July 30. The 
action was brought by J. A. Hewetson and 
Co., Ltd., of Hull, described as flooring 
specialists, for £158 10s., the price of a show- 
room floor made and laid by them in March, 
1949, for the defendants, Charles Clark and 
Son, Ltd., car salesmen, of Chapel Ash, 
Wolverhampton. The Wolverhampton firm 
counterclaimed for the sum of £291 10s 10d., 
alleged to be the estimated amount required 
to take up the floor and replace it with a 
new one. Giving judgment for the defen- 
dants on both counts, Judge Norris said that 
he was quite satisfied that the plaintiffs had 
not fulfilled the contract, and on the coun- 
ter-claim he would allow £216 10s. 10d. 
instead of the amount claimed, because he 
did not think that loss of business through 
having to take up and relay another floor 
would be quite as high as Messrs. Clark’s 
had estimated. 

Outlining the action, which had been re- 
mitted from the High Court, Mr. N. Robin- 
son, counsel for plaintiffs, said that the de- 
fence consisted of a denial of contract and 
that the work was done to their satisfac- 
tion, with an allegation that Messrs. Hewet- 
son’s undertook to supply a floor of proper 
materials for motor-car showrooms, but 
failed to do so in three respects that: 1, the 
floor when laid was covered with lumps; 2, it 
did not resist the action of petrol; and 3, 
tyres of motor vehicles left a permanent in- 
dentation on the floor. 

After the Judge had adjourned for half 
an hour in order to inspect the floor per- 
sonally, Mr. L. Blundell, for Messrs. Clarks, 
said that the floor was laid in March, 1949, 
and a Mr. Beecroft, a representative of the 
plaintiff firm, had suggested a thermo-plas- 
tic tile floor. His clients did not say that 
this type of floor was a bad type of floor- 
ing for its proper purpose, but “ it is a wrong 
type of flooring for this type of job,” and he 
did not think it had been laid properly in 
the first place. 


Samples Tested 


Mr. J. H. Barnett, managing director of 
Charles Clark and Son, Ltd., said that Mr. 
Beecroft, of the plaintiff firm, had called on 
him, suggesting the particular type of floor, 
which was in fact laid, and he had left 
samples. These samples he had tested for 
reaction to oil and found them satisfactory. 
No mention had been made of the effects 
of petrol, and no test had been carried out. 
Although Mr. Beecroft had seemed quite 
satisfied that the floor could be put down on 
the then existing sub floor, he had had put 
down a new sub floor of concrete, so that the 
surface would be quite smooth to receive the 
new floor. He had never been satisfied with 
the plastic tile floor from the beginning; it 
had been covered with lumps, but he was told 
they would disappear. Instead, they got pro- 
gressively worse. When the floor had been 
put into use in June, 1949, he found that the 
first car placed on it had made deep indenta- 
tions in the tiles. Even to-day car tyres still 
left these indentations all over it.. It had 
then been found, after a petrol drip had de- 
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veloped underneath a car, that the action of 
the petrol dissolved the ‘plastic tiles. The 
plaintiff company had assured him that the 
tiles would harden with the passage of time, 
but in his opinion they had not done so. 

Mr. F. L. Ripley, of Hollis Bros., Ltd., Bir- 
mingham, said he was well acquainted with 
this type of floor which his firm had 
used for schools and other jobs. It was 
unsuitable for flooring where heavy weights 
could be expected. Any spirit wax or solvent 
might cause the tiles to soften. He would pre- 
fer not to lay such a floor in a motor-car 
showroom. 

Mr. N. Robinson, for the plaintiffs, agreed 
that in the floor “indentations appeared of 
which we are not proud.” His clients con- 
sidered that the lumps appeared because of 
the presence of some foreign body. The tiles 
were also affected by heat and tended to 
soften but they became harder with the pas- 
sage of time. ‘Several tiles had already been 
replaced by Hewetsons, and although the 
fioor had been in regular use it had not got 
any worse. Mr. Barnett had been warned 
about the probable effect of petrol on it. 
The indentations in the main were not per- 
manent and would iron themselves out. “ We 
are.” he said, “ and always were perfectly 
willing to replace any of the tiles which are 
affected.” It was a floor on which business 
could be carried out and could easily be 
made good to a reasonable extent. It was 
quite wrong to allege that the floor was 
worthless. It had been in use for two years 
and was bright, clean and cheerful. ‘“ We 
are entitled to the contract price less the 
amount which your Honour may think 
reasonable to make the floor good,” he con- 
cluded. 

Giving judgment in favour of the defend- 
ants, Judge Norris said it was quite obvious 
that the indentations in the floor were a great 
deal more obvious than the lumps. The 
defendants were justified in saying that this 
job did not fulfil the contract and that the 
plaintiffs were not entitled to be paid. As 
for the counter claim, it was unfortunate 
that the unsuitable floor and the concrete 
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had all to be taken up to relay another one 
as this alone would cost £120. He would 
enter judgment against the plaintiffs for 
£216 10s. 10d. 


IRON AND STEEL CONSUMERS’ 
COUNCIL 

Supply Minister Announces Members 

HE Minister of Supply, Mr. George R. 

Strauss, has announced the members of 

the Iron and Steel Consumers’ Council, 

which has been set up under the Iron and 

Steel Act, 1949, to consider any matter, in- 

cluding prices, affecting the interests of 
consumers. 

The Minister has made the following ap- 
pointments:—Independent chairman, Sir 
William Palmer, K.B.E., C.B. Members of 
the Council: Sir Amos Ayre, K.B.E., Mr. 
Ralph Bennett, Mr. A. L. Shuttleworth, Sir 
Andrew McTaggart, Mr. C. M. Spielman, 
M.C., Mr. Robert Arbuthnott, M.B.E., T.D.. 
Mr. W. Moray Lines, Sir Harry Railing, 
Mr. R. G. D. Ryder and Mr. W. D. Wilson, 
B.E.M. (representing iron and steel consum- 
ing industries). 

Mr. M. C. Wade, M.C., Mr. J. W. Annetts 
and Mr. H. Basil Darby (representing iron 
and steel merchants and stockholders). 

Mr. W. B. Beard, O.B.E., Mr. J. Tanner 
and Mr. F. Hayday (representing workers in 
consuming industries). 

Sir John Hacking and General Sir Daril 
G. Watson, G.C.B., C.B.E., M.C. (represent- 
ing nationalised industries). 

In accordance with the terms of the Act 
the Iron and Steel Corporation of Great 
Britain has nominated Sir John Green and 
Mr. W. H. Stokes, C.B.E., two .of their 
members, to serve on the Council. 

The Council may consider questions con- 
cerning any of the principal products of the 
publicly owned industry and will report its 
conclusions to the Corporation. In particu- 
lar the Council must consider matters arising 
from representations by consumers or 
referred to it by the Minister or the Corpora- 
tion. It is its duty to consider any represen- 
tations made to it by persons who have 
applied under Section 29 of the Act to the 
Minister for a licence to carry on iron. ore 
mining and smelting, the production or hot 
rolling of steel. 

The Council will report to the Minister 
or to the Corporation as appropriate. The 
Minister may give specific directions to the 
Corporation on matters arising from the 
Council’s reports. 

The Council may appoint committees 

(which need not include its own members) to 
consider local or sectional problems. 
_ The Minister has decided after consulta- 
tion with the appropriate organisations, that 
the private section of the iron and steel 
industry shall not at present be represented 
on the Consumers’ Council, These organisa- 
tions will continue to discuss problems of 
common interest directly with the Iron and 
Steel Corporation of Great Britain. 

The offices of the Council will be at 1, 
Chester-street, London, S.W.1. 


A.D.A. Directory of Members 

The Aluminium Development Association 
have recently published the 1951 edition of 
their Directory of Members. The names 
of the members of the Council together with 


’ a short statement of the constitution and 


objects of the Association are contained in 
this publication. 

Addresses and other particulars of its 
member companies are provided and in each 
case a brief description of the activities and 
products of the company is given. 


G* 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


The British Industries Fair 


With one-third of available space in the 
London sections already sold and the rate of 
boekings at Birmingham slightly up on last 
year, the organisers of the 1952 British Indus- 
tries Fair, to be held from May 5 to 16, are 
confident that the sixth Fair since the war 
will compare with the best in the post-war 
period. 


Rufford Abbey Reprieved 


Nottinghamshire County Council has 
decided that Rufford Abbey, once a 
Cistercian monastery and one of the land- 
marks of the Dukeries, should not be 
demolished immediately. It had previously 
decided on demolition, with the exception 
of the crypt. The cost of restoration has 
been estimated at £90,000. 


Country Allowance Increase 


A letter circulated by the National 
Federated Electrical Association to its mem- 
bers states that, at a meeting on July 13, the 
National Joint Industrial Council suggested 
that on and from September 3 next the 
amount of country allowance shall be in- 
creased from 5s. 6d. to 6s. per night. At 
the same meeting it was also agreed to in- 
crease the minimum chargehands’ rate from 

4d. to 3d. per hour on and from August 13, 
next. 


Austrians Take Homes to Australia 


Forty Austrian workers emigrating to 
Australia are taking along their own homes, 
complete with everything from furniture and 
kitchen equipment to roadside letter boxes: 
They were invited to move to Australia to 
assemble the pre-fabs because of a shortage 
of labour in the Australian building trades. 
As a speeial inducement, each worker was 
offered one of the houses as a gift. The 170 
pre-fabs were the first shipment in an order 
for 1,500 being filled by the Austrian firm of 
Sagmeister and Co., which recently received 
seme 13,000,000 schillings (£185,715) in 
Marshall Plan aid to buy new machinery, in- 
crease the size of its plant, and purchase 
wood and other raw materials. 


Hemel Hempstead Development 


A few weeks ago statements appeared in 
some national daily newspapers stating that 
not enough people could be found who were 
willing to come to live and work in Hemel 
Hempstead new town, and not enough in- 
dustry could be attracted. The facts are 
(writes the Public Relations Officer) that 
about 10,000 people from Acton, Willesden, 
Harrow, Hendon and Wembley (the 
boroughs at present “linked” with the 
Hemel Hempstead new town project) have 
already indicated that they are willing and 
eager to come to Hemel Hempstead. Six 
factories are building or built with a total 
floor area of 300,000 sq. ft. with a total imme- 
diate employment potential of 1,700, likely to 
nise to 2,500. The factories are: Central Tool 
and Equipment Co., Ltd., Rolls Razor, Ltd., 
London Ferro-Concrete, Ltd., Multicore Sol- 
ders, Ltd., Alford and Alder (Engineers), 
Ltd., and Addressograph-Multigraph, Ltd. 
In addition, negotiations for a building 
licence are in the final stages for a larger 
factory covering 270,000 sq. ft. Plans are so 
well developed for the industrial area that 
the housing programme has had to be 
stepped up to keep pace with industrial con- 
struction, and the. 500th house is now com- 
pleted. 
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More Home-grown Oak 


The Forestry Commission have agreed to 
allow bigger felling of hardwoods in 
Britain for the year ending September 30, 
1952. Merchants will be able to fell 
26,000,000 cu. ft. of hardwood timbers, an 
increase of 3,600,000 cu. ft. over the 
quantity licensed this year. This should 
mean larger supplies of home-grown oak for 
joinery work next year. 


New-type Cement Containers 


British Railways have ordered 1,000 four- 
ton steel containers of a new type for con- 
veying ground limestone, dolomite, fluorspar, 
alumina, cement and similar substances. The 
new design is the result of experiments made 
with a prototype. The container is in the 
form of a lidded box divided into two equal 
compartments which can be discharged 
simultaneously or separately through bottom 
doors; these doors open by gravity on 
release of a catch. The container is water- 
proof and is provided with cleats on the 
sides so that sheets may be fixed during un- 
loading to keep down dust. A contract for 
the construction of the containers has been 
placed with Cravens Railway Carriage and 
Wagon Co., Ltd., of Sheffield. 


Civil Defence Act, 1948 


Guidance on meeting Civil Defence 
responsibilities which would fall to public 
health departments in wartime is contained 
in a memorandum (Duties of local authori- 
ties in relation to (i) the casualty services, 
and (ii) public health in time of war: 
H.M.S.O.,_ price 6d.) sent by _ the 
Minister of Health to local authorities. The 
purpose of the memorandum, which has been 
prepared in consultation with the Home 
Office and the Ministries of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning and of Food, is to give 
members and officers of local authorities 
who are concerned with Civil Defence and 
public health an outline of the wide range 
of wartime medical services which, because 
of their interdependence, need to be con- 
sidered in relation to each other in the 
development of Civil Defence plans. 


The subjects covered are the hospital and 
first aid services, medical and public health 
administration problems involved in evacua- 
tion and the care of the homeless, the control 
of infection, purity of food and drink, and 
water supply and sewerage. 
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Housing Institute Conference 


About 1,000 delegates, including officers 
and members of housing committees from 
local authorities in all parts of Britain, are 
expected to attend the 20th annual confer- 
ence of the Institute of Housing, to be held 
this year at the Spa Grand Hall, Scar- 
borough, from September 20-22. The Con- 
ference theme this year is ““ The Economics 
of Housing,” and at the first session on 
Thursday, September 20, a paper on “ Pro- 
ductivity in the Building Industry” will be 
presented by Sir Thomas Bennett, Chairman 
of Crawley Development Corporation. Dis- 
cussion on this paper will occupy the remain- 
ing sessions on this day. 


On Friday, September 21, two papers will 
be presented. Mr. H. C. Hampton, Hous- 
ing Director of St. Marylebone Metropolitan 
Borough Council, will talk on “The 
Economics of Maintenance” and Mr. H. R. 
Ralph, Treasurer of Harrow Urban District 
Council, will discuss “ Making Ends Meet.” 
The Institute Dinner will follow in the 
evening. On the Saturday, before dispersing, 
delegates will be invited to make a coach 
tour of Scarborough Corporation housing 
estates and places of interest. 


LONDON COUNCIL OF SOCIAL 
SERVICE 


Continuing Need for Voluntary Workers 


[N their annual report for 1950-51, the 

London Council of Social Service again 
calls attention to the advantages of co-opera- 
tion between statutory and voluntary interests 
and the danger that people who were 
generous in the past will regard the Welfare 
State as absolving them from any more 
responsibility than the payment of taxes. 
As Lord Beveridge has pointed out, while 
a minimum standard could be provided for 
all, the perfect society could not be achieved 
simply with money and official action. The 
care of the aged, youth work, leisure time 
and cultural activities require personal 
service, and cases of special hardship can 
seldom be covered by State regulations, the 
report continues. 


During the year the council has been 
engaged, among other activities, in stimulat- 
ing interest in the social aspects of Town 
and Country Planning; considering the needs 
of handicapped persons; the question of 
valuation and rating of premises owned by 
charitable bodies; and, lately, has been giving 
attention to the position of voluntary 
societies in civil defence in the event of war. 


The work of the council’s Community 
Associations and Neighbourhood Groups is 
continuing to expand, and the staff are very 
fully occupied in maintaining existing clubs 
and centres and fostering new ones. The 
number of clubrooms being provided by 
housing authorities in new blocks of flats 
is growing, and residents are being helped 
to make the best use of the accommodation 
provided. The London County Council con- 
tinues to support this department of the 
council’s activities very generously, as does 
the Surrey County Council. 


Other work of the council is concerned 
with the running of women’s clubs, the 
Citizens’ Advice Bureaux, information ser- 
vices, old people’s welfare, and the arts. 
The council’s Youth Group is. considering 
such matters as the wastage from youth 
organisations, and the London Churches 
Group is giving particular. attention to the 
problems of new estates and areas where re- 
housing is taking place. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Houses Built 


Qs July 31, Mr. T. Rem asked the Min- 

ister of Local Government and Plan- 
ning what were the figures for housing in 
Britain during the six years after the first 
world war, compared with those for the six 
years ending June, 1951, in respect of new 
houses, built or rebuilt, adaptations, 
uninhabitable war-damaged houses repaired, 
habitable war-damaged houses repaired, 
requisitioned houses, huts, service camps and 
total new homes, respectively. 

Mr. LinDGREN said that the number of new 
houses built in England and Wales between 
January, 1919, and September, 1924, was 
398,466 and the number built in Scotland 
between January, 1919, and December, 1924, 
34,982. Any war-destroyed houses rebuilt 
would be included in these totals. 

No information was available as to the 
number of houses provided by means other 
than the erection of new houses, or as to 
the number of occupied war-damaged houses 
repaired. 

The numbers of houses provided in Great 
Britain in the six years ended March 31, 
1951, were contained in the Housing Return 
for that month. They were:— 


‘New permanent houses 


(built and rebuilt) 865,409 
Temporary Houses 157,146 
Conversions nee ci 137,134 
Repair of unoccupied war-damaged 

houses a) oe : 144,986 
Requisitioned properties 23,306 
‘Temporary huts ... F 2,835 


Service Camps 27,340 


Total 1,358,156 


The number of occupied war-damaged 
houses repaired in this peried by local 
authorities was approximately 775,000. The 
number repaired by private builders was not 
known. 


Steel for Building 


On July 31, Mr. SpENcE asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland what total ten- 
nage of reinforcing steel would be required 
for the 1951 building programme; and 
whether he anticipated that supplies would 
be continuously available. 

Mr. MCNEIL said it was estimated that 
a thousand tons of reinforcing steel would 
be required for the housing programme in 
Scotland during the remaining five months 
of this year. The demands of the Defence 
Programme made the supply of steel reds 
particularly difficult. His Department would, 
however, continue to make every effort to 
meet the needs of particular schemes. 


The National Theatre 


On July 24, Bricapier MEDLIcotT asked 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer what steps 
were being taken to ensure that the design 
of the national theatre to be built on the 
site of the South Bank Exhibition would 
be such that its exterior appearance would 
be pleasing and dignified and worthy of the 
position it would occupy in the heart of 
London. 

Mr. GAITSKELL said that the National 
Theatre Act, 1949, provided that a satis- 
factory scheme for the erection, equipment 
and management of the National Theatre 
should be submitted to the Treasury before 
public meney might be made available to 
the trustees of the Shakespeare Memorial 
Trust. When this was done, he would con- 


sult the Minister for Local Government and 
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Planning and the Royal Fine Art Commis- 
sion before giving his approval. 


Ceiling Prices of Repairs 


On August 1, Mr. VANE asked the Minis- 
ter ef Local Government and Planning 
whether, in view of the rise in the cost 
of materials and labour since the date when 
he fixed the present ceiling, he would now 
increase the amount of house repair work 
which a local authority was permitted to 
licence. 

Mr. LINDGREN replied in the negative. 
The other demands upon the resources of 
the building industry precluded the licensing 
of a greater amount of work on existing 
dwellings. 


Expansion of Towns 


On July 31, Mr. Gunter asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
if he would now make a statement about 
his proposals for assisting local authorities 
to expand their towns. 

Mr. LINDGREN said that the Government 
had decided to introduce legislation to give 
financial help to borough and district councils, 
who would undertake major expansion, in 
order to relieve overcrowding in congested 
and overcrowded areas. This financial 
encouragement for expanded towns would 
reinforce the policy of building new towns, 
in order to enable overcrowded population 
and over-concentrated industry to be 
dispersed. 


Water Pipes 


On July 31, Mr. Lampert asked the 
Minister of Supply whether he was aware 
that there was a delay of up to two years in 
the delivery of three-inch to six-inch iron 
water pipes ; and, in view of the fact that 
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rural water schemes were being held up and 
becoming much more costly, what action he 
proposed to take to make supplies of pipe 
available. 

Mr. STEWART said he was aware that 
there was between 18 months to two years 
delay in delivery of these pipes. Increased 
production depended on additional labour 
to work extra shifts. Plans were in hand 
to provide housing accommodation for 
additional labour for one of the largest pro- 
ducers in the country, but it was not expec- 
ted that they would be completed before 
1952. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Changes in Export Control 


The Board of Trade Press Office issue the 
following correction arising out of a notice 
on “Changes in Export Control” (The 
Builder, August 3): There were some errors 
in the list of items quoted as no longer re- 
quiring export licences. The fourth para- 
graph of the Press Notice starting “In 
future licences will not be required for. . . .” 
should be deleted and the following para- 
graph substituted. 

“In future licences will not be required 
for export of cast iron pipes and tubes, steel 
furniture, windows and frames, nor for 
perforated sheets, expanded metal, elec- 
trical laminations and unassembled motor- 
vehicle bodies (for licence-free types of 
vehicles), guttering and rainwater and soil 
pipes and fittings, all of iron and steel, and 
including alloys containing more than 55 per 
cent, iron.” 


Factory and Storage Premises 


As part of the Government’s Defence 
Plans, it has been decided to set up a small 
organisation within the Board of Trade to 
pave the way, should it be necessary in an 
emergency to establish at short notice a 
Control of Factory and Storage Premises on 
the lines of that which operated during the 
last war; in addition, the organisation -will 
assist the Departments concerned with the 
provision of storage accommodation in con- 
nection with the rearmament programme. 

At the invitation of the President of the 
Board of Trade, Sir Philip Warter, who was 
Controller-General of Factory and Storage 
Premises during the last war, has agreed to 
take charge of the work on a part-time basis, 
as from August 1. His headquarters will 
be the new Government Building at Horse 
Guards-avenue, London, S.W.1. 


Board of Trade Addresses 


The headquarters of the Board of Trade 
is being transferred to Horse Guards-avenue, 
Whitehall, London, S.W.1 (telephone: Trafal- 
gar 8855). Many of the branches of the 
Industries and Manufactures Department, 
Division 2, have already moved to the new 
offices; the principal officers of the secre- 
tariat are expected to move on August 13. 
Further divisions of the Board will be trans- 
ferred from Imperial Chemical House and 
Thames House (North) to the new offices in 
the autumn. 

The Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department remains for the present at I.C. 
House, Millbank, London, S.W.1 (tel.: 
Whitehall 5140). 


Bock Unit, Camberwell 


The hardened granolithic floors to this 
London Transport building (illustrated in our 
last issue) were supplied by Metarock, Ltd., 
of 44, Smith-terrace, S.W.3. 














CODES OF PRACTICE 
Final Code on Brickwork 


HE Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form 
Code 121.101, “ Brickwork.” The Code was 
previously published as a draft for comment 
and has now been revised by a Committee 
convened on behalf of the Council by the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 


This code deals with brickwork in general 
and with the erection of brick walls in par- 
ticular. It contains detailed recommenda- 
tions on the quality and type of materials 
for various purposes, including bricks for 
internal and external use, and materials for 
mortar. Recommendations are given for 
materials suitable for damp-proof courses, 
cills and lintols, copings, metal reinforcement, 
flashings and weatherings and for air-bricks 
and wall-ties. The section dealing with 
design contains information on the exclusion 
of rain penetration (including a table on the 
suitability of different types of walls for 
various exposure conditions), on fire-resist- 
ance and fire-grading of brick walls, on 
thermal transmittance and stresses, sound 
insulation, control of shrinkage cracking, 
and durability. Recommendations are given 
on the mixing proportions for mortars, and 
information is included on bonding, jointing 
and pointing, damp-proof courses, spacing 
of wall-ties, bearings on floors and roofs, 
parapets and copings, metal flashings and 
weatherings. 


Recommendations in the section dealing 
with work on site cover storage, methods 
of setting out, laying of damap-proof courses 
and bricklaying generally. The actual mix- 
ing of cement mortar, Portland cement/ 
lime mortars, and lime mortars are dealt 
with in detail. Appendices contain specifica- 
tion clauses for hydraulic limes and quick- 
hardening limes. A table is included giving 
sound insulation data in respect of brick 
walls with or without linings. The Code 
also contains 27 figures, among which are 
diagrams illustrating the position of damp- 
proof courses in solid and hollow walls and 
parapet walls. 


Copies may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, 24-28, Victoria-street, 
London, S.W.1, price 6s., post free. 


Preservative Treatments for Timber 


THE Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has. now issued for comment Code 
112.100, “Preservative Treatments for 
Timber in Buildings,” prepared for the Coun- 
cil by a committee convened by the Institu- 
tion of Structural Engineers. 


This Code deals with the preservation of 
timber by means of wood preservatives 
against fungal and insect attack and sets out 
recommendations for the structural use of 
preserved timbers in buildings. It does not 
deal with the protection of timbers against 
fire er mechanical damage, nor with the 
methods of minimising the decay hazard of 
untreated timber by means of seasoning, 
ventilation and painting. The Code men- 
tions the circumstances in which the use of 
preservative treatments against fungal and 
insect attack is desirable, and gives notes 
on the durability of the different species of 
timber. It describes varieties of wood- 
destroying fungi, the various types of wood- 
destroying insects, and the effects of these 
forms of attack. 

Guidance is given in assessing the factors 
affecting the choice of preservative, on the 
preparation of timber for treatment and the 
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methods of treatment and conditioning after 
treatment. A table relates types of preserva- 
tive and methods of application to the 
various uses of timber. The Code is in 
draft form and is subject to amendment in 
the light of comments which should be sub- 
mitted by September 11, 1951. 

Copies may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, 24-28, Victoria-street, 
London, S.W.1, price 2s., post free. 


Installation of Gas-fired Boilers 


THe Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now published in final form 
Code 332.303, “Installation of Gas-fired 
Boilers for Central Heating by Hot Water.” 
The Code includes consideration of points 
appropriate to boilers required to provide 
hot water for domestic purposes in addition 
to space heating. The design of space heat- 
ing and domestic hot water systems is dealt 
with in other Codes. The Code was pre- 
viously issued as a draft for comment and 
has now been revised by a Committee 
convened on the Council’s behalf by the 
Institution of Gas Engineers. 

The Code lists essential points on which 
information should be obtained before 
installation is commenced and to enable. the 
work to be fitted into a time schedule. It 
also affords guidance on the selection of the 
type and number of boilers most suitable 
for the heating installation to be served, 
having regard to adequacy of boiler rating, 
flexibility in meeting variations in the load 
and preserving continuity of supply. 

Details of clearances to allow of accessi- 
bility are given and recommendations made 
on fire precautions and on gas supply and 
connections, including the master control 
cock and safety devices. Various automatic 
controls, their functions and major com- 
ponents are described, and advice given on 
points of design. Packing, storage, assembly, 
adjustment, testing and maintenance of 
boilers are also dealt with. Typical instal- 
lations are illustrated in a series of diagrams 
showing various combinations of controls 
and equipment, and their points of connec- 
tion. 

The Code carries the usual ‘warning that, 
in the present abnormal conditions, it may 
not be practicable to carry out all the 
recommendations. Copies of the Code may 
be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, 24-28, Victoria-street, London, 
S.W.1, price 3s., post free. 
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C.P.R.E. FORMS LONDON 
BRANCH 


More Funds Needed 


REFERENCE to the view that the Home 
Counties are becoming “all home and no 
county” was made by Mr. CLOUGH 
WILLIAMS - ELLIS, M.C., F.R.1LB.A., 
M.T.P.1., when he spoke at a meeting of 
the Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England on July 31, at which a London 
branch of the Council was created. Although 
greatly exaggerated, he said that this view 
did express the current trend which was to- 
wards the encroachment of building upon 
London’s countryside. 


The open country encircling London was, 
he continued, everlastingly threatened, and 
but for the activities of the C.P.R.E. we 
would be in a worse plight than that in 
which we now found ourselves. Mr. 
Williams-Ellis mentioned a number of sub- 
jects with which the C.P.R.E. concerned 
itself in the cause of good order, seemliness 
and beauty in the country, and referred in 
particular to the efforts being made to 


prevent the carrying through of the large-- 


scale hydro-electric scheme proposed at 


Snowdonia. 

Mr. G. LANGLEY-TAYLOR, vice-chairman 
of the C.P.R.E., said that by the formation 
of a London branch it was hoped that mem- 
bership would be increased by at least 4,000. 
He explained that the Council’s income was 
not sufficient to meet all expenses and that 
to carry on its work an increase in subscrip- 
tion of about £4,000 a year was essential. 


HOUSE BUILT WITHOUT 
LICENCE 


A “Semi-Detached” Problem 


COVENTRY magistrates on July 31 fined 
a local firm of building contractors, J. K. 
Monsell, Ltd., of Blondvil-street, £150, 
who admitted the construction of a house 
in Frankfort-avenue between September last 
year and February this year without a 
building licence being in force. 

For the defendants it was stated that a 
house had been erected as one of a pair of 
semi-detached dwellings for a_ licence- 
holder. It was found impossible to build 
“half a house” and the firm had filled in 
the shell of the attached house. Another 
client had been refused a licence and the 
case was brought. No materials had been 
wasted and the house would eventually be 
allocated to a licence-holder. 


NEW WATER MAINS 
Laying Communication Pipes 


THE Minister of Local Government and 
Planning has circulated local authorities to 
say that many local authority water under- 
takers have made it a practice when they 
are laying a new water main in a street also 
to lay the parts of communication pipes 
which lie under the street and themselves. 
bear the cost of so doing instead of recover- 
ing it from the consumers concerned. This 
practice, in the Minister’s view, has much 
to commend it, in that it reduces the cutting 
up and remaking of streets and facilitates 
the laying of water mains in the verge on 
one side of the street. He is aware, how- 
ever, that doubts have been expressed as 
to the powers of the authorities themselves 
to bear the cost instead of the consumers, 
and he proposes to take the first oppor- 
tunity of putting the matter beyond doubt 
by a direct statutory provision. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Bitumineus Protectives 


The Association of Manufacturers of 
Bituminous Protective Products, Ltd., have 
recently published a booklet the object of 
which is to make more widely known the 
various products covered by the term “ bitu- 
minous protectives.” The text of the book- 
let is clear and concise and it should prove 
a useful small work for further reference. 
Copies of the booklet may be obtained from 
the Association at their registered offices 
c/o Messrs. Lithgow, Nelson and Co., 39, 
New Broad-street, London, E.C.2. 


Rubber in Industry 


Some of the ways in which the goods 
manufactured by the Dunlop Rubber Co., 
Cambridge-street, Manchester, are applied to 
industry are described in an_ illustrated 
booklet recently published, called “‘ Dunlop 
Serves Industry.” Particular emphasis is 
given in a further booklet to the field of anti- 
corrosion ‘in which Dunlop undertake to 
line a variety of chemical plant with soft 
rubber in varying gauges according to the 
severity of the chemical action to which it is 
exposed. These include storage tanks, rail 
tanks and various types of piping. 


A New Catalogue Library 


A new general catalogue library covering 
the whole scope of the company’s activities 
in the building trade is to be published by 
B. Finch and Co., Ltd., Belvedere Works, 
Barkingside, Essex. The first section of this 
new library, dealing with stoves and ranges, 
has been issued and is a useful production. 
It contains a good description of all the 
items covered, together with illustrations 
and diagrams, etc., and a section giving 
general technical information. 


A New Hoist 


Witlor, Ltd., 132, Lancaster-st., Birming- 
ham, 4, have recently introduced a new 
hoist which is claimed to be capable of lift- 
ing up to four cwt. This hoist, which can 
be powered by a petrol engine or an electric 
motor, is merely clipped on to the scaffold- 
ing and then by means of a cable, 120 ft. 
long, passing through a system of pulleys, 
can be adapted to any part of the scaffold- 
ing without moving the main hoist unit. 


‘The firm are also producing the “ Witrun,” 


a patented flexible timber barrow run which 
is designed to level itself immediately on 
uneven ground. To enable the run to be 
continued over excavation and ditches, the 
firm manufacture the “ Witway” which can 
replace the usual solid timber batten. 
Extrusions in Hiduminium 

The suitability of hiduminium for the 
metal extrusion process is described in a 
newly-produced eatalogue, “ Extrusions in 
Hiduminium,” issued by High Duty Alloys, 
Ltd., Slough, Bucks. Fully illustrated, the 
catalogue contains a non-technical descrip- 
tion of the extrusion process and gives 
details of some ef the standard types of 
extrusions for which dies are held at the 
firm’s Distington Works. These sections are 
classified under various headings in the last 
half of the catalogue. It is claimed that 
hiduminium, on account of its easy flow and 
the fact that it can be extruded with a mini- 
mum amount of wear on dies and tools, 
can be used to produce sections in an almost 
endless variety of shapes which are beyond 
the scope of other metals. 
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WAGE RATES FOR WOMEN 


As from August 13, the full rates for 
women will take effect, states the N.J.C. 
They are: Women engaged on craft 
processes, 2s. 34d. per hour; women en- 
gaged on work other than craft processes, 
1s. 114d. per hour. 











NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Westbrooke Builders, Ltd. (495270.) Regd. May 8, 
Liverpool-chmbrs., Liverpool-gdns., Worthing. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Sub: S. F. Patterson, 43, Willowbed-dr., 
Chichester. 

S. C. Sanders and Sons, Ltd. (495263.) Regd. May 8. 
8, London-rd., Grays, Essex, bldrs. and contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: S. C. Sanders, 155, High-rd., 
Ossett, Essex. 

Londella, Ltd. (495,256.) Regd. May 8, 67, Rochester- 
cl., Kidbrooke, S.E, bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dir.: L. C. Nicholls, 2, Forest View-rd., 
E.17. 

Yapton’s, Ltd. (495333.) Reg. May 10, 28, High-st., 
Littlehampton, genl, blidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 
Dir.: L. W. Warburton, 75, Pevensey-rd. West, St. 
Leonards-on-Sea. 

Charles H. Mills and Son, Ltd. (495345.) Regd. 
May 11, bldrs and decorators, bidrs’ mchts., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Sub.: C. J. Pittman, 57, Eltham-rd., Lee, 
S.E.12. 

Fisk Builders (Ipswich), Ltd. (495355.) Regd. May 11, 
90/2. Norwich-rd., Ipswich. Nom. cap.: £750. Dir.: 
C. E. W. Fisk, 90/2, Norwich-rd. 

J. H. Moss (Builders), Ltd. (495412.) Regd. May 15, 
143, Suffolk-st., Birmingham. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 
Dir. : F. J. Read, 26, Priory-rd.,Edgbaston, Birmingham, 5. 

Smith and Unett, Ltd. (495422.) Regd. May 15, 
2, Loxley-rd., Stratford-on-Avon, bldrs. and contractors, 
etc. Nom.cap.: £6,000. Dir.: J. E. Smith, 2, Loxley-rd., 
Stratford-on-Avon 

Berrinex, Ltd. (495435.) Regd. May 16, 36, Galtins-rd., 
Thornton Heath, Surrey, bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dir.: R. L. Weavers, 19, Sunnydale-gdns., N.W.7. 

C. F. Wade and Co. (I. of W.), Ltd. (495473.) Regd. 
May 17, The Glen, Upper Green-rd., St. Helens, I.W., 
bidrs. and contractors. Nom.cap.: £4,500. Dir.: C. F. 
Wade, Four Winds, Westfield-rd., St. Helens, I.W. 

Dowco; Ltd. (495481.) Regd. May 17, 29, Avondale- 
td., Leyton, E.17, bldrs., bldg. contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dir.: S. R. Southall, 311, Uxbridge-rd., W.3. 

F. Whitehead and Son (Decorators), Ltd. (495528.) 
Regd. May 18, 211, Huddersfield-rd., New Hey, Lancs. 
Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: F. Whitehead. 

Harold Wood (Builders), Ltd. (495531.) Regd. May 18, 
137, Oaklands-ave., Oxhey, Watford. Nom.cap: £2,000. 
Dirs.: H. Wood and Mrs. F. Wood, 59, New-rd., 
Willenhall. 

E. W. Mitchell, Ltd. (495575.) Regd. May 19, 130a, 
Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent, blidrs., contractors, and 
decorators, etc. Nom.cap. : £100. Dir.: E. W. Mitchell, 
44, Bean-rd., Bexleyheath, Kent. 
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THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN 
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British European Airways 
County and Local Councils 
Regional Hospital Boards 


8 HOLBEIN PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Telephone: Rayna 4065/4021 

OUR NEW SUPER-HARD FLOORING TILE 

NOW SPECIFIED BY LEADING ARCHITECTS 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
“ Space-saving ” Houses for Glasgow 


(COUNCILLOR A. MACPHERSON-RAIT, 

convener of Glasgow Corporation 
Housing Committee, has indicated that he 
favours co-operating with the Secretary of 
State for Scotland in connection with his 
proposal to build experimental “ space-sav- 
ing ” houses in Glasgow. 


On August 3, after the Secretary of State 
had said in London that he would like to try 
out the new houses in Glasgow, Councillor 
Macpherson-Rait announced that if his com- 
mittee approved, every effort would be made 
to find a suitable site in the city. 


Mr. McNeil, the Scottish Secretary, said 
that he would ask the Scottish Special Hous- 
ing Association to seek approval to erect a 
terrace of eight of the houses. In due 
course the houses would be allotted to tenants 
on the Corporation’s waiting list, and repre- 
sentatives of local authorities and interested 
bodies would be able to see them in occupa- 
tion. 


The “space-saving” house has been de- 
veloped by architects of the Department of 
Health for Scotland in response to Mr. 
McNeil’s request for plans which would save 
space, material, labour, and cost without 
sacrificing comfort. 


Plans Approved for 1,212 Flats 


One of the largest housing developments in 
Scotland since the end of the war has been 
approved by Glasgow Dean of Guild Court 
and by the appropriate committees of Glas- 
gow Corporation. It provides for the build- 
ing of 1,212 flats at Barlanark, in the suburbs 
of Glasgow, at an estimated cost of 
£1,934,860. 


The Corporation sites and schemes sub- 
committee recommended that the work 
should be done by direct labour. The 
scheme will consist of three- and four-apart- 
ment flats in three- and four-storey blocks. 
According to estimates submitted by the 
Director of Housing, the cost per flat will 
vary between £1,485 and £1,735, at present 
prices. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Dunbartonshire.—Plans are to be prepared for 
new office buildings, ete., for the Seotstoun Iron- 
works, for which the architects are the staff of 
Moehams, Ltd., engineers, etc., Scotstoun, Dun- 
bartonshire. 

East Kiloride.—Plans are to be prepated for a 
scheme of 147 houses to be erected at the West- 
wood housing site, and for which the architect is 
Donald Raey, F.R.1.B.A., Torrence House, East 
Kilbride. 

Forfarshire.—C.C. to have plans prepared for a 
new sch., estimated to cost £120,100, which is to 
be erected on a Hayshead site i Arbroath. Council 
Architect, J. MacGregor, F.R.I1.B.A., County-chbrs., 
Forfar. 

Glasgow.—Plars are prepared for a new sec. 
sch. which is to be erected at cine. and 
for which the architect is John MacNab, F.R.1.B.A 
129, Bath-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow. —Corporation to build for the aged 36 
flats at Merrylee, 36 flats at Eastwood, and at 
Langbank-dr. % 3% houses, for which the architect is 
Archibald J. Jury, FRIB.A., Housi Dept., 
Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, E.C. 

Glasgow. —New public sch. is to be erected on a 
site at The Greenfield, for which ae architects 
are John Keppie & Henderson and J. Cleaves, 

./A.R.1.B.A., 196, West Regent-st., Biythewoed: 
sq., Glasgow, W.c2 

Giecmten iter building * Beebe’. rd., for 
Philcote Manufacturing Co., Mercison-st., for 
which the arcuitects are uit acatiass % Wholesale 
Co-op. Society (Architectural Dept.;, Litd., 119, 
Paisley-rd., Kinning Park, Glasgow. 

Glasgow. ‘—Plans are to be prepared for new build- 
ing for Messrs. Stephen to be erected. at Grampton- 
rd., for which the architect is Hugh Allan, 26, 
Baillieston- rd., Parkhead, Glasgow. &.C. 


sgow,—Gensem Ltd., Abbot: iord- pl., propose 
extaaliins at Pollockshaws-rd., nif —-, ne archi- 
tects are Gillespie, Kidd & ‘Coca, F./ARLB.A., 


Wellington-chbrs., Waterloo-si., REL “W.C2. 
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Greenock.—Plang are in the hands of the West 


of Scotland Reg. Hospital Brd., 64, West Regent. 
st., Glasgow, for new block at Larkfield Hospital, 
estimated at over £100,000, for which the architect 
is Forbes Morrison, A.R.1.B.A.. 65, Bath-st., Blyths- 
wood, Glasgow, W.C.2, and the consultant engineers, 
~~ Arup & Partners, Fitzroy-pl., Sauchiehall- 
Charing Cross, Glasgow, WC. 

ym ee . to have new pumping station 
for Carmyle, constructed at Lina-rd., for which 
plans are in the hands of William C. Brownlie, 
191, Ingram-st., Glasgow, C.1 

Newmains.—Plans to be prepared for the Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Edinburgh, for 
a scheme of 46 houses, eg Rg om the architect is 
A. G. Sinclair, A.R.1I.B.A., 15, Palmerston-pl., West 
End, Edinburgh. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


ms r some contracts still open but not included 
his list see previous issues. Those with an 
Ah are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


AUGUST 16. 
*tCannock U.D.C.— 36 houses at Longford-rd., 


Gorsey-la. housing site No. 32. §. Harrison, 
F.R.I.B.A., Council-house, The Green, Cannock. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by September 8. 


*tFulham B.C.—Adapting basement of partly de- 
molished church ag temporary public laundry. 
Director of Housing and Public Buildings, Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by September 10. 

AUGUST 17. 

*Ploughley R.D.C.—Five pairs of houses, Buck- 
nell. F. E, Openshaw (A.), 65, St. Giles-st., Oxford. 
Dep. £2. 

*Portsmouth T.C.—% flats at Leigh Park and 
four old people’s homes at Landport. City A., 
Municipal Offices, 1, Western-par., Ports mouth: 
Dep. £1 18 

*tWinchester T,C.—6 houses at Alresford-rd. A. S. 
Wilson & Partners, 8, Princes Gate, Westminster. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 20. 

*Chislehurst and Sidcup U.D.C.—17_ lock-up 
garages at Royal Park estate. C., Council] Offices, 
Sidcup-pl., Sidcup, Kent. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 22. 
- *tWorthing Boro’.—152 flats on three sites. B.E. 
&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 24. 

*tEast Suffolk C.C.—Farm buildings, Chapel St. 
Mary, Ipswich. E. J. Symcox, F.R.1I.B.A., County 
A., County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


September 14. 
AUGUST 25. 
*tOxfordshire C.C.—Sec. mod. sch., Witney. G. R 
Hutton (F.), County A., 3, Becket- st., Oxford. 
*Stepney B.C.—Repairs to requisitioned premised 
within the borough. Chief Technical Officer fot 
ne 191/193, Commercial-rd., E.1. Dep. 


AUGUST 27. 

*tHampstead B.C.—163 dwellings at Broadhurst- 
gdns. P. H. Harrold, Town Hall, Haverstock 
Hill, N.W.3. 

*Rowley Regis B.C.—Syb-structure work to 32 
houses, Brickhouse Park estate. E. ‘ se Muni- 
cipal-bldgs., Old Hill, Staffs. Dep. £3 3 

*Salford T.€.—(a) Erection of 4 nat on a site 
at The Polygon, Broughton, and (b) 4 houses, Lower 
Broughton-rd. City E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
each contract. 

*t+Warwickshire C.C.—List for maintenance and 
new building works. C. H. Elkins (F.), County 
Architect, Warwick. 


AUGUST 30. 

*Harrow U.D.C.—36 pram shelters at Whillington 
Way estate. E. & S., Council Offices, “‘ Colles- 
mere,’ Stanmore. Dep. £2. 

AUGUST 31. 

*Berkshire C.C.—Erection of hutted classrooms at 
Thatcham County Prim. Sch. County A., Wilten- 
house, Parkside-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 1. 

*York T.C.—200 houses at Askham-la. 
Chas. J. Minter Guildhall. Dep. £5. 

York T.©.—220 houses at Moer-la. estate. Chas. 
T. Minter, Guildhall. Dep. £2 be sections 1, 2 
and 3, i.€., 22 houses); £3 (sec. 4, i.e., 24 houses) ; 


estate. 


£4 (secs. 5 and 6, i.€., 70 homses) ; and £5 (Sec. 7, 
i.e., 104 houses). 


THE BUILDER 





** THE BUILDER” PRICKS 
BUILDING PLASTERS 


The Minister of Works has made an Order provid- 
ing for an increase of 4s. per ton in the maximum 
prices of building plasters, with effect from August 7. 
This increase is wholly due to the increased cost of 
paper bags. 

Copies of the Order, Statutory Instrument, 1951, 
No. 1379, The Building Plasters (Prices) (No. 3) 
Order, 1951, are obtainable from the Stationery 
Office, price 2d. 


ALLOY AND STAINLESS STEEL SCRAP 


The Minister of Supply has made a new Order which 
provides maximum prices for scrap alloy steel from 
August 1. The title of this Order is the Iron and 
Steel Scrap (No. 3) Order, 1951, Statutory Instru- 
ment, 1951, No. 1359, and it re-imposes price control 
on the main specifications of alloy steel scrap. Aill 
the important specifications of stainless steel scrap 
are also brought under Statutory price contro! for the 
first time. Copies of the Order may be obtained 
from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, W.C.2, or 
through any bookseller. 











SEPTEMBER 4. 

*+West Suffolk C.C.—Repairs and renovations at 
Coombe-court/Wykeham-cl., Steyning. County A., 
County Hall, Chichester. 

SEPTEMBER 6. 

*Alton R.D.C.—Ten houses at Blackmoor housing 
site. Office of Engineer, Council Offices, Barton 
End, Alton, Hants. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Berkshire —Additional classrooms at 
Wytham Botley county sch. County A., Wilton- 
house, Parkside-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s 

SEPTEMBER 7. 

*Flintshire C.C.—Erection of junior and infants’ 
mixed sch. at Trenddyn. W. Griffiths, L.R.1.B.A., 
Lilwynegrin, Mold. Dep. £3 3s 

SEPTEMBER 8. 

*Kettering B.C.—42 houses, Grange estate. J. 

Patrick Haugh, E. & &., 3, Gold-st., Kettering. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 10. 
Preston C.B.—87 houses, Blackpool-rd., Larches 
estate, Part 3. B.S. Dep. £2 2s 
SEPTEMBER 11.° 
*Flintshire C.C.—Kitchen and dining room, C.P. 
School, Hope, nesr Wrexham. W. Griffiths (L.), 
County Architect, Llwynegrin, Mold. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 14, 
*East Suffolk C.C.—New dining room and kitchen 
at the Lowestoft special school, Ashley Down, 
Lowestoft. County A., County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. 


S. 
SEPTEMBER 18. : 
*Richmond B.C.—193 houses at Sandy-la. site, 
Petersham. B.E., Hotham-house, Heron-court, 
Richmond, Surrey. Dep. £3 3s. 
SEPTEMBER 27. 
*Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—120 flats and maisonettes 
on Hindhaugh-st. site. City A., 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. Dep. £5 5s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 22. 
_*East Riding C.C.—Supply of precast, prestressed 
rib units for Cottingham proposed County Sec. Sch. 
County A., County Hall, Beverley. 
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AUGUST 28. 
*Golborne es ts tiling of 30 houses, 
Derby-rd. site. J. B. Hoyle, E. & S. 
AUGUST 31. 


*Hayes and Harlington U,D.C.—External dilapi- 
dations to 100 houses, Wood End Park estate. E. 
&S8. Dep. £2 2s 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Dagenham.—Suops Aanp Fiats.—B.C. propose to 
erect three blocks of three-storey flats, together 
with six shops and 12 flats above, ‘at Dagenham-rd. 
Plans by Boro’ A. 

Dagenham. — OreratinG ‘Tneatre.— Plans for 
operating theatre for Rush — Hospital have 
been approved. Est. cost, £7,00 

Dartford.—Hovusrs.—R.D.C. to *inuild 22 houses at 
Swanley. Est. cost, £27,174. 

Hackney.—Dwe.L.incs.—B.C. approved plans_by 
E. M. Joseph, F.R.1I.B.A., 10, Lowndes-sq., S.W.1, 
for erection of 84 flats at ‘Buccleuch-ter. 

Hackney.—Fiats.—B.C. to build nine flats at 
Lenthall-rd. to cost £13,364 

Lewisham.—F1Lats.—B.C. seek M.L.G. and P. per- 
mission to spend £83,841 on building 42 flats at 
—s rd., Catford. 

t. Panoras.— Fits ann Hovsrs.—Plans by 
patel! and Moya, A.A.R.I.B.A., 36, Gt. Smith-st., 
S.W.1, for erection of ten-storey plock of flats and 
49 houses at Lamble-st. Queen’s-cres., have been 
drawn for B.C. to provide for 99 dwellings. 

West Kensington. — Friats. — L.C.C. approval. 
granted to Kensington B.@. for scheme to erect 
4) flats, 20 pram sheds and fitted playground at 
Edith Villas site at est. cost £79,750 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Birtley.— Parish Council plan to erect a crema- 
torium. Architects are Arthur & Kirkup, 13, Swin- 
burne-st., Gateshead. 

Bradford.—T.C. appointed T. Priestley & Sons, 8, 
Blenheim-ter., Leeds, as quantity surveyors for 
public wash-house, Rupert-st.—T.C. prepose garage, 
Hammerton-st. Depot, at £25,263. 

ucks.—C.C. have included proposed Old agen 
County Inf. Sch. in 1951/2 programme.—C.C. pro- 
pose extensions at Bletchley Park Training College, 
at £27,500. 
Bury.—G. P.O. propose garages and workshops at 
junction of Spring-st. and Cecil-st.—E£.C. to acquire 
site for proposed ge red County Prim. Sch. 

Carshalton.—U.D.C. plan to build 500 houses over 
a period of five years, to cost £800,0 

ee. .—B.C. to erect further 106 = Blacon 
esta 

Caen aie .—C.C. approved new sch. at Llanne- 


*Droxford.—R.D.C. ropose to build six blocks 
of flats on Meon Park estate at Wickham. 

Dublin.—Rebuilding of ‘‘ Abbey Theatre” pro- 
posed. 

Dunstaffnage.—Housing Com., representing Oban 
T.C. and Argyll C.C., have prepared a scheme for 
new village of 100 permanent houses at Dunsiaff- 
nage. 

Fleetwood.— Mullard Valve Co. propose extensions 
to assembly works at £200,000. 

Gwynedd.—Building programme, which provides 
for erection of 78 houses in 41 towns and villages 
for police officers, has been adopted by building 
com. of Police Authority. 

Heywood. —BLC. approved plans for extensions to 
workshop, Wham-st., for County Sheet Metal Co. 

Keighley.—W.R. EC. seek loan of £137,703 for 
new Tech. College buildings. 

Keighley.—Yorkshire Association of Baptist 
Churches propose new church, Bracken Bank-ave. 

Kent.—Health €om. considering a plan to spend 
ee, on model home for old “people at Bexley- 
1eath 

ee C.C. propose new five-bay 


fire station at £34,500. 

ce Tere Rosenberg & Mardale, F. & 
L.B.1.B.A., 2, Hyde Park-pl., W.2, appointed 
by T.C. to draw plans for new Leeds Technical 
College. 

Leeds.—T.C. propose health centre in South Park- 
way and Foundry Mill-st., Seacroft. 

Leigh.—T.C. propose new bus station, King-st. 

Leigh.—Lancs C.C. propose adaptation of Astley 
Isolation Hospital as sch. for sub-normal children. 

Liverpool.—Standard Motor Co. are negotiating 
with Corporation for 50 acres on which to build 
a new factory. 

Liverpool.New factory proposed at Long-la., 
Fazackerley, for W. R. Jacobs & Co., Ltd. (archi- 
tects, Ormrod & Banister, Liverpool).—Reg. Hos. 
pftal Bird. appointed Furbur & Sons, Cunard-bldgs., 
Liverpool, quantity surveyors for reconstruction of 
Southport Promenade Hospital; Brd. propose also 
restoration of west block, Aintree Hospital. 

Longford.—_C.C. to raise a lean of £30,000 for 
ge of 20 houses at Granard. 

lock.—Appeal of J. W. Wildgoose & Sons, 
Ltd, Mindancel Works, Matlock, for development 
of 44-acre site at Darley Dale as housing and 
shopping centre has been allowed by Ministry. 

Middlesbrough.—Ed. Com. seek Ministry approval 
to include the following in next year’s building 
programme :—Berwick Hills No. 1 county prim. 
sch. (£98,560); Middle Beck No. 2 county sec. 
(£148,920); and Town Farm R.C. sec. (£113,040). 
Plans by Pb. R. Middleton, Architect to E.C., Educa- 
tion Offices, Middlesbrough. 
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Morecambe.—T.C. approved plans for extensions 
to works, Bare-la., for Auto-Electrics Co., Ltd. 

Neweastte-upon-T yne.—H. Moat & Sons, Lid., are 
to build garage and workshop at Crossord-st. 
Architect is C. 8. Errington, Grainger-st., New- 


castle. 

Neweastle-upon-Tyne.—Corporation to build bus 
depot at Siatesfords la. Plans by City Property 
Surveyor, Town Hall. 


ceasteametie ne.—Garage and workshop to 
be built at Leaghiton and Thompson-sts. for J. 
Capstaff. Plans by J. Moffatt, Cheviot View, Ponte- 
Jand, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—T.C. propose to erect chil- 
dren’s home at Montagu housing estate. Plans 
by City A., 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. 

Northants.—E.C. have acquired new gite for pro- 
posed Moulton Sec. Sch. 

Northumberland.—Ed. Com. approved proposal to 
erect hutments for classrooms at various schools. 
Est. cost, £83,200 Architect is W. W. Tasker, 
County Hall, Newcastle. 

Nuneaton.—Official sanction has been given to 
construction of 24 Cornish ynit houses at Heath 
End-rd., for T. 

Ormskirk. —Improvement scheme proposed to Part 
Ill accommodation at hospital. Est. cost, £10,000 

Orrell.—Lancs C.C. propose two additional class- 
rooms and store at Lamberhead Green County Sch. 
Est. cost, £4,576. x 

Penrith.—U.D.C. propose to build 50 houses at 
Penrith. 

Rochdale —B.C. approved plans for: :—Additions 
to mill me, Spotland Bridge Mill, Coldwall- 
st., for A. Carus & Sons, Ltd. —Warehouse, Pass- 
monds Mill, Edenfield-rd., for S. A. Heywood & 
Sons, Ltd. 

Settle.—R.D.C. seek loan of £20,240 for 8 houses 
at Ingleton and 6 at Long Preston. 

Sheffeld —Davenport Bros. & Co., Ltd., 
factory at Attercliffe-rd. and Princess-st. 

Shildon.—U.D.C. to build 20 houses. ’ 

Sleaford.—U.D.C. to erect 26 houses, Galley Hill 
estate. 

Somerset.—Building programme for Somerset T.A. 
Association provides for four major centres at 
Keynsham, P aeahe mong Minehead and Bridgwater, 
to be completed in stages by 1954, at est. cost of 
£150,000. 

South Shields.—Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., 
South Shields, are architects for proposed licensed 
premises in Quarry -la. for Duncan & Daglish, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Spennymoor.—U.D.C. negotiating for purchase of 
17 acres of land for proposed houses at Middlestone 
Moor and intend to build 32 houses at Kirk Merring- 
ton estate. 

Stafford.—R.D.C. approved acceptance of estimates 
totalling £75,514 for erection of 52 houses at Hixon 
and Lea Heath housing sites. 

Stafford. — M.O.E. approved expenditure of 
£70,000 on phase 1 of Brierley Hill College. 

Stockport.—Extensions to Stepping Hill Hospital 
will cost about £60,000.—Plans approved for new 
operating theatre. 

Wakefield. —T.C. approved in age scheme at 
45, Kirkgate, for F. W.. Woolworth & Co., Ltd. 

Wallasey. B.C. propose new woke’ "depot at 
Greek Side, Dock-rd. ie to prepare quantities 
for 22 dwellings at Site P 

Wallsend. wi, Bre Estee €.C. propose to erect 
garage, office and workshop bay at Oak-gr., Walls- 
— Plans by County A. 

ellingborough.—C.C. approved erection of new 
health clinic at £12,000 at rear of Oxford-st. 

West Bromwich.—E.C. to include following in 
1952/3 rapes | om agg :—Completion of 
Yew Tree as a 2-F.E. Prim. (£45,000); instalment 
of Ghurchfields Sec. as a 3-F.E. Grammar 
(£110,000) ; instalment of Hamstead Sec. as a 3-F.E. 
Mod. (£100,000) ; nursery inf. sch. at Harvills, Haw- 
thorn (£30,000 

Wexford.—C.C. have been notified by M.L.G. & P. 
that an order is to made to enable them to 
erect a concrete bridge over river. Slaney at Wex- 
ford. Est. cost, £300, 

Weymouth. —TC. adopted programme for erection 
of 500 houses during 1951-52. 

Whickham.—54 houses at Whickham_No. 6 site. 
Architects are A. H. Fennell & Co., Bridge End- 
chbrs., Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham. 

Whitby. —Alterations fo Liverton Mines sch. and 
erection of warehouse adjoining for Whitby . 
District Farmers’ Co-op. Society. Plans by C. 
Taylor, 41, Baxtergate, Whitby. 

Worcs.—E.C. recommended to approve adapta- 
tions at Pershore Horticultura] Institute and first 
instalment of Kidderminster College, Aggborough. 
Est. cost, £227,130 and £132,300 respectively. 

Worthing.— Alterations and additions to Assembly 
Hall, costing over £14,500, have been approved by 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject © modifications. 
Saas AORRENE by H. M. Government Devazt- 
ments. 


propose 


Annfield Plain.—Steelwork contract for proposed 
£300,000 factory for Ransome & Marlies, hea 
. _Architects are Taylor & Nappe 56, 
Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. W. Ellis re Co., 
North-rd., Neweastle-on-Tyne. 
Ashton-in-Makerfield.—30 houses at Landgate-la., 
for U.D.©.: *Direct labour, £38,106. 





THE BUILDER 





Barnes.—15 flats at White Hart-la., S.W.13, for 
B.C. W. R. Shepherd, AM.ICH., F.R.LCS., 
Boro’ Engineer & Surveyor: *J. A. Tyler & Sons, 
Lid., 156, Brompton-rd., 8.W.3, £23,981. 

Bath.—Erection of flats and maisonettes at 
Julian-rd. Hugh Roberts & Davies, F.A.R.1B.A., 
7, Brock-st., and quantities by C. Underwood & Son: 
*H. C. Wakefield & Sons, Ltd., Bristol, £86,916. 

Bath.—12 Unity houses at ay 2 be 2 estate, 
a T.C.: *Unity Structures, Ltd., 7,845. 

Bath.—42 dwellings at Tiverton oro for T.C.: 
*Bath Building Trades Employers’ Association and 
the Federation of Master Builders, £56,430. 

Bedford.—s0 flats at Old Ford-rd housing site, for 
B.C.: (20) *Warton & Goodship, £21,200; (20) 
*Gambriel & Sugars, £21,200, — "*Besbuilt, Ltd., 

Bridport.—Eight houses at Skilling, for T.C.: 
*Howard & Son, Maiden Newton, £12,190. 

Carlisbe.—90 houses at Harraby Neighbourhood 
Unit, for T.C.: *John Laing & Son, Lid., Dalston- 
rd., Carlisle. 

Castle Ward.—92 houses at Ponteland, for R.D.C. 
Plans by Council’s Surveyor: *H. “Atkinson & 
Co., Dipton Foot, Riding Mill, Northumberland. 

3 nee —326 non-traditional houses (scheme 

, for B.C.: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £565,887. 

" dananae —114 traditional houses and 72 tradi- 
tiona! flats oceans 4), for B.C.: *Geo. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., £325,72 

Saino ‘non-traditional houses and 12 
flats (scheme 5), for B.C.: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., £80,054. 

Cheitenham.—32 traditional houses and 24 flats 
(scheme 6), for B.C.: *Leckhampton Estates, Ltd., 

,025. 


Chester.—E rection of buildings at New Beacon 
infants’ sch., for T.C.: *T. Warrington & Sons, 
Ltd., Ellesmere Port, 837 492. 
Chester-le-Street. —82 houses and six bungalows 
at Newcastle-rd., for U.D.C.: ‘*Direct labour, 
£150,609 

Colchester.—74 houses at Shrub. End site, for T.C.: 
*Direct Jabour (50), £58,152, and *J. Moss & Son 
(24). 

Dukinfield.—36 houses at Yew Tree-la. site, for 


r Cruickshank & Seward, F.R.I.B.A., Corpn’s 
Architects, 16, Princess-st., Manchester, 1: *B. 
Armitage, Gee Cross, Hyde, £40,544. 


Dunbartonshire.—West of Scotland Reg. Hospital 
Brd.’s £400,000 addition to the Alexandria, Henry 
Brock Vale of Leven Hospital. John Keppie & 
Henderson and J. H. Cleaves, F./A.R.I.B.A., archi- 
tects, 196, West Regent-st., Blythswood-sq., Glas- 
gow, W.C.2. Genera] contractors for initial work : 
*Crowlie, Russell & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Durham.—C.C. to seek approval for five-year 
development plan for the county prepared by W. A. 
peng f planning officer and estimated to cosi 

91 

Durham.—Erection of an employment exchange at 
Sedgefield, Durham: *R. Matthews & Co., 
Villiers-st., Sunderland. 
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‘ Gateshead.—34 houses at Wrekenton, for Corpora- 
tion. Plans by Boro’ A.: *Direct labour. 


Glasgow.—Bellahouston scheme of houses to be 


erected at Ladybank-dr. site, for Corpn. Archibald 
. Jury, F.R.1.B.A., architect, Housing Dept., 
Glasgow Crogs, The ‘Trongate, Glasgow, E.C.: 


*Robert Stewart & Co.,' Ltd., Blythswood, pecan, 
WC., £74,792. 


Hexham.—Alterations and additions to New- 
brough Town Hall. Architects are W. Dixon & 
Son, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne; *T. 
Chariton & Sons, Newbrough, Hexham. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Construction of 44 miles of rail- 
way sidings and other earthworks in connection 
with the development of land south of Jarrow 
Slake as timber-storing ground, for Tyne Improve- 
ment Commission, Bewick-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne : 
“Harbour and General Works, Ltd., Victoria Em- 
bankment, London, 8.W.1. 


Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Roof reinforcement for houses 
on No. 15 housing scheme, for .: *Expanded 
Metal Co., Ltd., West Hartlepool. 

Lanarkshire.—Erection at Melville-gdns., Bishop- 
briggs, of houses, etc. Norman MacFadzean, archi- 
tect, 137, West Regent-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, 
bes *John Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow, 


Lewes.—26 houses at Church-la. estate, for B.C.: 
*Ringmer Building Works, Lid., £41,000 

Lincoin.—Four houses and two garages at Mill 

rove, Bourne, and one house with office and 
garage at Colsterworth- rd., Corby, for C.C. W.H. 
Barnes, F.R.1.B.A., County A., ‘County Offices, Slea- 
ford: ‘A, &. Holmes (Bourne houses), Market 
Deeping, Peterborough: and Harwood Bros. (Corby 
houses), Corby, near Grantham, Lines. 

Liverpool.—10 houses at Speke, for T.C.: *Unit 
Construction Co,., Ltd., £18,050. 

Liverpool.— Eight houses at Fountains rd. and 18 
houses at Freeland-st., for T.C.: *W. W. Kenney, 
Ltd., £42,118. 

Liverpool.—Six flats at Corey-st., for T.C.: 
‘Netherton Building and Construction Co., Ltd., 
£10,350. 

Liverpool.—24 flats at Corey-st., for T.C.: 
*Netherton Building and Construction Co., Ltd., 
£43,906. 

London.—Erection of six-storey 
corner of Bond-st. and Bruton-st., for Time-Life 
ag a ge Ltd. Architect is Michael Ros senauer, 
86, Brook-st., W.1: *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, 
Ltd., 1, Gene Anne’s-gate, London, S.W.1, £300,000. 


{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 
Admiraity :— 

St. Merryn: Repairs to road, Selleck Nicholls & 
Co., Ltd., Old-hse., East Hill, St. Austell, Cornwall. 
Stretton: Houses and site works, J. R. Ashall, Ltd., 
Greenway, Manchester-rd., ‘Paddington, Warrington. 

London Rpm et gt aa placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended July 28 

London : Royal Courts of Justice, internal decora- 
tions, Alfred Bagnall and Sons, Ltd., York-hse, 141, 
U xbridge- rd., W.14; Queen Anne’s Mansions, external 
painting and cleaning, Ernie Bayliss, Ltd., 88, St. 
Stephens-hse., S.W.1; 13 to 17 and 19 to 23, Belgrave- 
sq., external painting and cleaning, F. Troy and 
Co., Ltd., 191, Gt. Suffolk-st., SiE.1; Chiswick, erec- 
tion of west ring telegraph office, Henry Neal, 
Ltd., 117, Baker-st., W.1; Post Office Savings Bank, 
Blythe- rd., Kensington, ae so = 
afeaning, Alfred 7 and lad, © 
Uxbridge-rd., 'W.12; 1 Green, ped Fe 
S.E.26, erection of on oeary branch P.O., Stone 
and Co. (London), 325, Whitehorse-rd., 
Croydon. 

Bedfordshire: N.S. Hostel, Kempston Hardwick, 
interior decorations, C. Hutton and Co., Ltd., 
Station-rd., Woburn Sands, Hampshire : Stonycross 
Airfield, ‘Lyndhurst, interior painting, R. H. and 
A. W. J. Hinton, “Wetherall,” Bitterne, Southamp- 
ton. Lanarkshire: P.O. Garage, Finnieston-st., 
Glasgow, internal decorations, W. B. Saunders and 
Sons, %2a, Kings Park-ave., Rutherglen. Lan- 
eashire: M/Pensions, Warbreck Hill- ~' Blackpool, 
interior and exterior painting, ‘Arnold Sharrocks, 

d., 9, Trinity-sq., Preston. Monmouthshire : 
M/Pensions_ Hospital, Chepstow, eg and ex- 
terior painting, A. Watkins and Sons, 23, Camp-rd., 
Bulwark, Chepstow. 


iS (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
D. during week ended July 28: 

Wiradnies Building, Brazier and Sons, Southamp- 
ton. Hampshire : Building, Gee Walker Slater and 
Co., London. Yorkshire: Miscellaneous, J. Craven 
and Sons, Ltd., Thirsk; painting and decorating, 
W. T. Pickering and Sons, Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Nottinghamshire : Building, G. Coopers, Lid., Not- 
tingham. Leicestershire : Building and concrete 
pel The Demolition and Construction Co., Ltd., 

ndon. 

Northumberland : Miscellaneous, The Cramlington 
District Co-operative Society, Ltd., amlington. 
Pembrokeshire : Miscellaneous, George Argent and 
Co., Pembroke Dock. Flintshire: Building, Hum- 
phress, Ltd., Liverpool; building, oe — and 

Hanley. Carnarvonshire : 
Buckle, Ltd., Prestatyn. skaneashire “Tooting, The 
Manchester Slate Co., Ltd., Liver 
Walter 
iddelow, 


office block at 


shire : Concrete structures and cable ite 
Smith. Ltd., Riverhead; miscellaneous, 
Lid., ‘Wembley. 


Cintas: ‘Building, Staverton Bidrs., Ltd., 
Totnes. ‘Berkshire : 


Roadwork. Val de Travers As- 
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alte Paving Co., Ltd., London, E.C.4. Wiltshire : 
Painting and decorating, Fields, Ltd., Readin 
Gloucestershire: ‘Building, Braithwaite and 
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THE 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


BUILDERS IN THE 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES REGION 
You should join this truly 
representative organisation 
which speaks with a voice 


of over 10,000 Members. 


Subscription £4.40 per annum 


Branches at: 
Bournemouth Medway Towns 


Brighton Oxford 
Eastbourne Southampton 
Folkestone Reading 
Hastings Portsmouth 


High Wycombe Whitstable 
Isle of Thanet Woking 


For further information, phone or write : 


Regional Secretary 
70 LAWRENCE ROAD, SOUTHSEA 


Telephone: Portsmouth 5448 





Son, Lta., £13,958. 


THE BUILDER August 10 1951 








Structural, Ltd., Gt. Bookham. Huntingdonshire: castle-on-Tyne: *Draper Bros., Beamish, Co. Dur- 
Miscellaneous, [Holts (Bedford), Ltd., Bedford. ham. 
Kent : Building, Bowzell, Ltd., Deal. Surrey : Mis- South Shieids.—The Middle Docks and Engineer- 
cellaneous, D. S: M. Contractors, Ltd., London E.C.3. ing Co., Ltd., to lengthen No. 1 dry dock by 25 ft. 
Essex : Building, A. E. Flory and Co., Ltd., Col- and No. 2 by 70 ft.: *C. Brims & Co., Pandon 
chester. Buildings, City-rd., Newcastle. 

Middlesbrough.--80 houses at Berwick Hills, for Wallasey. —12 flats and garages, for B.C.: H. 
T.C. Plans by J. A. Kenyon, Boro’ E.: *Middies- binge St. Denis, Borrowdale-rd., sesso. 
brough and District Building Trades Association, £18,065. 
£107,475. ~<a houses at Chapelhay redevelop- 

Middlesbrough.—82 houses at Berwick Hijls site, ment areas 1 and 2, for T.C.: *Rfchards ((Develop- 
for T.C. Plans by Boro’ E.: *Direct labour, ments), Ltd., £61,666. 


£109,154. Weymouth and Melcombe Regis.—40 houses at 

Newhbiggin.—Site preparation non on Section 2 Chapethay housing estate, for B.C. F. H. Clinch, 
of Spital estate, for UJD.C. T. Wallace & A.M.1.C.E., Boro’ E. & S., Pulteney-bldgs., Wey- 
Sons, Nixon-st. Newcastle-on- Tyne. mouth: *Richards (Developments), Ltd., Manor 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Conversion of premises in Farm, Upwey, Dorset, £60,908. 
St. George’s-ter., into bank, for Newcastle Savings Whitley Bay.—Brier Dene culvert extension 
Bank. Architects are Marshall & Tweedy, 36, scheme, for U.D.C.: *R. P. Ramshaw, Warkworth- 
Blackett-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Hastie D. Burton, ter., Tynemouth. 


Ltd., North Shields. é Wolverhampton.—48 flats and maisonettes at 
Orwell.New branch library, for Lanes C.C.: Tettenhall, for T.C.: *A. F. R. Godfrey & Co.. Ltd., 
*Nixon & Boardman, Lid., £9,410. 10, Clifton-st., Wolverhampton, £69,209. 


Peterlee.—148 houses at Eden-la. site, for Develop- Worsley.—118 houses at Neighbourhood Unit 
ment Corpn.: *G. M. Newson & Son, Hetton-le-Hole, No, 1, for U.D.C.: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little 
Co. Durham. Hulton, nr. Bolton. 

Radcliffe.—12 maisonettes at Wordsworth-ave., for Worthing. —24 flats at Pavilion-rd., for T.C.: 
B.C.: *Greenwoods Building Jndustries, Ltd., *Worthing Estates Building Co., Ltd. 

Oldham, £11,400; and 14 bungalows: *W. Clare & 








for U.D.C.: re Ltd., 5 sat hie 
Salford.— Eig it houses at Lostock-rd., for T.C.: 
*“Drye & Co., £12,575. BROADS Ad = | ae] W448) 


Sheffield.—30 houses at Normanton Springs estate, 
for T.C.: *Edmund Oxley (Contractors), Ltd., 


£40,764; new boiler house at Queen’s-rd. Works, ELS 

for T.C.: *Direct Labour, £26,973; and erection of CH ‘ieln 
Athelstan county sch.: *M. J. Gleeson (Con- 

tractors), Lid., Sheffield, £105,860. 


Saddleworth.—50 houses at Carr-la., Greenfield, 
£65,097. 


South Moor (Co. Durham).—Alterations to South LABORATORIES, SCHOOLS, ' 
Moor Social Club and Institute at Park-rd. Archi- ! 
tects ave W. Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., New- KITCHENS, HOSPITALS, etc., etc. 

















BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 









STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS | sess 





inspect one that has withstood ERECTION 
HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS CRADLES 
and consult 
STEEL-CRETE LTD. SMARTS LANE 
Savoy Genee, jini. Strand, London, W.C.2 LOUGHTON ESSEX 
: TEMple Bar 5621 TEL: LOUGHTON 295 

















Bovle’s -v.- Ventilator 
we TWO MILLION ang wooD SLOCK 
FLOORS 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS A . 
Victoria Works 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W. ’ 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 ” Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 














































GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS » CONTRACTORS 
AND ENGINEERS 


Registered & Head Office 


; 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
LONDON . BS Seon 
Telephone: MONarch 7597-8 


General Offices : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE + CRAYFORD * KENT 
Telephone : Bexley Heath 5651-4 
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